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| Hold faſt the Form of found Words, which thou haſt heard of me, in Faith 
and Lowe which is in Chriſt. 2 Tim. i. 13. 

For the Propheſy came not in Old Time by the Will of Man; but Holy 
Men of God ſpake as they were moned by the Holy Ghoſt. 2 Pet. i. 21. 

Far they being ignorant of God's Rig teouſneſs, and going about to eftabliſs 
their own Righteouſneſi, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righteouſe 
neſs of God. For Chrift is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every 
one that belitveth. Rom, x. 3, 4- 
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LETTER, Ec. 


SIX, 
s the many Treatiſes you have pub- 
2 WS liſhed have render'd your Name 
well known to the World, ſo none 
of them I apprehend has occaſion'd 
more Diſcourſe than your late Book, 
entitled, The True Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt aſſerted ; wherein 15 ſhewn what is, and what 
is not that Goſpel, what was the Great and Good 
End it was intended to ſerve, (5c. It was a good 
while after its coming out before I had an Op- 
. of peruſing a Piece which made a great 
oiſe in the World, and I muſt own my Curiofity 
was the more heigthen'd by the many Reflections 
I heard made upon it; though this did not pre- 
judice me cither againſt the Author, or the Per- 
tormance; but I determined on that Account to 
read it over with all poſſible Impartiality, that I 
might my ſelf judge of it, being inclined from the 


Idea J had entertain'd of the Author to think 
B much 
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much more favourably than I found they did with 
whom I had convers'd, I am till of the ſame 
Opinion as to ſome Points, which 1 believe occa- 
ſioned the ſevereſt Reflections from ſome who had 
treated you with the greateſt Bitterneſs of Lan- 
uage z but was excecdingly ſurprized to find the 
Ik of your Book, which is deſign'd to anſwer 
the Title of the True Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
entirely the Reverſe, of what 1 had reaſon to expect, 
and that the natural and neceſſary Conſequences of 
the Principles you went upon, were ſubverſive of 
the Goſpel deliver'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
Upon this I made ſome Obſervations upon the 
Principles you laid down, without any Thought 


at firſt of making them Publick ; but, as the 


more | read and conſidered the apparent Tendency 
of your Principles, the more [ was ſhocked at 
the Conſequences which by the moſt natural de- 
duction flow from them; from hence I was gra- 
dually induced to think of communicating to you 
and the World, the Reſult of my Animadverſions on 
the Drift and Tendency of your Principles, which 
ſtrike at the Root of the Chriſtian Religion. But 
this I would premiſe at firſt, that I would by no 
means be underſtood, when I argue againſt the 
Principles advanc'd by you, as tho' | charged you 
with holding ſuch Opinions as I conceive are 
contained in the Principles you aſſert: No, I 
proteſt the contrary, for that would be to load 
you with [mputations, which I verily believe you 
abhor. It would repreſent you, as a molt inſincere 
Man, and an Underminer of that Holy Religion, 
which you not only make a Profeſſion of, in com- 
mon with others, but for which you cxpreſs the 
moſt tender Cenccrn: I hope I ſhall always make 
a Diſtinction betwixt the Principles and the Man, 
and be ready to make all charitable Allowances to 
thole whoſe Sentiments differ from my own; and 


where, 


| [3] 
where, as in the preſent Caſe, the Conſequences 
of any Principles ſeem to be ſubverſive of the 
Truth, tho' I would endeavour to the utmoſt to 
let the Conſequences of ſuch Tenets in their true 
and proper Light, and expoſe them in all their 
pernicious Effects, I would at the ſame Time defire 
to be governed by that Spirit of Charity, which 
is enjoined by that Religion which I am moſt ten- 
derly concern'd for the Credit of, that Charity 
which hopeth all Things, believeth all Things. 
Agreeably hereunto I declare that I believe you 
were not apprehenſive, that thoſe were the Con- 
ſequences ot your Opinions, which cvidently ap- 
r to me, to flow directly from them. In your 
reface you ſay, I have in the following Sheets 
© ſhewn what are the True Grounds of our Ac- 
© ceptance with God, and likewiſe what are the 
© rue Grounds upon which Sinners may reaſon- 
«© ably expect to obtain the Divine Mercy.” I 
oy admit that this is in ſhort the Subſtance of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, the Great Deſign and End 
of a Revelation from God. How well you have 
explained this Goſpel, and thereby anſwer'd the 
Deſign, which might be expected from your 
Title, is my Buſineis to examine. I ſhall begin 
with your Notion of the private Opinions of the 
Apoſtles. You tell us, p. 46. That the“ Goſpel 
* of Jcſus Chriſt is not any particular private 
© Opinion of any, or of all the Writers of the 
« Hiſtory of his Life and Miniſtries, nor any 
„ private Opinion of any, or of all thoſe whom 
* he ſent out to publiſh his Goſpel to the World; 
* nor is any of their Reaſonings, or Concluſions 
founded on, or drawn from ſuch Opinions, any 
„Part of that Goſpel.” What you here lay of 
private or particular Opinions is unqueſtionably 
True; but your way of applying this Obſcrvation, 
is, I apprehend, attended with tuch Conſequences, 
Bz as 
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as I would in Charity hope you were not aware 
of. You every where allow the Goſpel of Chriſt 
to have been a Gift of God to Men of the moſt 
ineſtimable Excellency and Value, and your Great 
Deſign in writing this Book, you aſſert to have 
been to reſcue the Goſpel of Chriſt from the 
Falſe Explications and Doctrines which have pre- 
tended to father themſelves on the Goſpel, and to 
be contained in it, but which are in reality ſpu- 
rious, and deſtructive of the Scope and Tenour 
of it. And undoubtedly many of your Lamen- 
rations of the Abuſe the Goſpel has ſuffer d, and 
the Wounds it has receiv'd in the Houſe of its 
pretended Friends, are well grounded and juſt. 
is certain, that from the very Infancy of Chri- 
{tianity down to our preſent Times, there have 
been tome, and for the greateſt part of the Time 
very great Numbers of profeſs'd Chriſtians and 
Miniſters of Chrilt, that have been indefatigable 
in building their own ſelfiſh, baſe, and abomina- 
ble Schemes, upon the nominal Foundation of 
the Golpel of Chriſt, St. Paul declares, that even 
in his Time Antichriſt began to Work ; and in 
the Space of a ſew Ages the Antichriſtian Scheme 
was lo far advanced, as, if not to overturn the 
Chriſtian Religion, yet miſcrably to deface and 
obſcure it, inſomuch that the Papiſts, even to this 
Day, glory in the Univerſality of their Corrup- 
tions; and from a Notion of the Neceflity of 
there being always a Viſible Church, challenge 
the Proteſtants to ſhew where their Church was 
before Luther. For many Ages ſuch was the pre- 
valence of Idolatrous Superſtition and Prieſtly Ty- 
ranny, that though there undoubtedly were always 
{ome that adhered to the Truth and Purity of the 
Chiiſtian Religion, yet their Number being ſmall, 
and the Difficulties which they laboured under 
gicat, perhaps ic would be no caſy Task for — 
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of the preſent Age to prove, that there were always 
ſuch True Proſeſſors of Chriſtianity, The Wo- 
man in the 12th of the Revelations (by which was 
meant the True Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt) was 
ſorced to fly into the Wilderneſs, where ſhe bad a 
Place prepared of God, Rev. xii, 6. But your 
Misfortune is, that inſtead of delivering the True 
Goſpel from the Obſcurities it has ſuſtained, and 
clcanſing it from the Corruptions, by which it has 
been almoſt overwhelmed, which is an Attempt 
highly laudable in itſelf, in which many great and 
good Writers have been engaged with great Suc- 
ceſs heretofore, and for the Repetition of which 
there is ſtill a great deal of Cauſe in the World: 
ou have been lo unfortunate as to fall into an 
xtreme, almoſt, if not altogether, as hurtful to 
the Cauſe which you undertake to defend, as that 
which you oppoſe. Iam very ready to allow what 
indeed makes a conſiderable Part of your Book, 
That the Civil Magiſtrate bas nothing to do with 
Religion, provided there are no Principles propa- 
— under that Name, which are deſtructive to 
the Peace and well-being of Civil Society, which 
by the Way is the only juſtifiable Reaſon that can 
be aſſigned, for Ying any legal Reſtraints or Bur- 
dens upon Papiſts: That all the Buſineſs of the 
Magiſtrate with reſpect to Religion, is equally to 
rotect all peaceable Chriſtians in their natural 
Tights and Liberties; that there ought to be no 
Encouragements or Diſcouragements, negative or 
poſitive annexed, to the Oblervance, — 
ſervance of any particular Set of Modes and Forms 
of Worſhip, by the Legiſlative Authority; that 
it ſhould not be allowed to any Set of Men of 
any particular Denomination, under Colour of an 
Allowance, or a Deputation from the Civil Power, 
to compole any Syſtem of Religious Articles, 
without a profeſſed Compliance with, and 9 
| 0 


l 
of which, either Miniſters or private Chriſtians 
ſhould be debarr'd from Chriſtian Communion, or 
deprived of the common Rights of good and uſe- 
ful Members of a Commonwealth : The Intro- 
duction of the Hierarchy muſt be acknowledged 
by all that are tolerably converſant with Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory, and the Powers delegated by the 
Civil Power into the Hands of Clergymen, toge- 
ther with the immenſe Riches beſtowed on the 
Church, which a miſguided zeal for the Honour 
of God firſt began, and the Artifice and Avarice 
of ambitious and hypocritical Prieſts increaſed to 
a molt dangerous and unbounded Degree : This 
muſt, I ſay, be acknowledg'd to have been the 
Source of the moſt deplorable Corruption of the 
Religion of Chriſt, and of the almoſt total De- 
iruion of his faithful Diſciples in the World. 
The Papal Prieſthood that they might ſupport and 
rpetuate themſelves in the Poſſeſſion of the 
ower and Riches of the World, which they had 
in a Manner engroſſed to themſelves, did not 
fail to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, by debaſing 
the Purity, and corrupting the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel, to ſcreen themſelves in their unjuſt Ac- 
quiſitions: To this Cauſe are we to impure the 
Doctrines of the ſuperiour Dignity of the Prieſt- 
hood, of their Power to ablolve Sins, of Purga- 
tory, and ot Eccleſiaſtical Traditions. And who 
can deſerve better of Mankind than by expoſing 
thoſe baſe and unchriſtian Meaſures? The Jcaloul' 
of Chriſtians can never be too much raiſcd . 
ſuch fort of Practices; and the Predeceſſors of 
the preſent Chriſtians have ſuffer'd ſo extremely 
by theſe wicked Contrivances, that we can never 
be too watchful againſt all, even the moſt minute 
Approaches of any that would attempt to rebuild 
the ſame Structure, which in this Nation has been 
in a good Meaſure demoliſhed : But then when you 
are 
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are — the unjuſt Pretenſions of aſpiring 
Clergymen, whilſt you are ſhewing the unwarran- 
tableneſs of their Claims, as to the pretended Power 
of forgiving Sins, or demonſtrating the Abſurdity 
of any DoKrines that would fap the Foundations 
of Morality and Virtue z take Care whilſt you are 
weeding out the Tares, you don't pull up the 


Wheat alſo, as I conceive you do in your Notion 


of the private Opinion of the Apoſtles z one of which 
Sort you will have to be what you call the Begin- 


ning of St. John's Hiſtory, John i. 1, 2, 3. 1 


the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was 


with God, and the Word was God; the ſame was 
in the Beginning with God, all Things were made by 
bim, and without him was not any Thing made that 
was made. W hat is here ſpoken of our Bleſſed Lord, 
you would have us believe is no Part of the Goſpel, 
that it does not contain any Propoſitions, that are 
obligatory on the Faith of Chriſtians. Ir is only 
a Parcel of Aſſertions that St. John had a Fancy 
to go to his Account of the Life of his Lord 
and Maſter ; and whether he is right or not in 
theſe his private Sentiments, the Cauſe of Chri- 
ſtianity, or of the Goſpel, according to you, is 
not at all affected thereby: Now in this Opinion 
of yours, as well as in the whole ſixth Section, 
you appear to me to be not only grievouſly 
miſtaken, but your Miſapprehenſions are attended 
with the moſt dangerous Conſequences, which [ 
will endeavour, 1 hope in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
which our common Profethon of being Chriſtians 
obliges us to be influenc'd by, to repreſent. This 
I ſhall do with a Regard to your own Service, 
as well as of thole who may be in Danger of being 


carried away by the Authority of your Name, 
and the Poſitiveneſs of yourAſſertions. In the firit 
Place then to conſider the Introduction to St. 
John's Hiltory, as you are pleaſed to call it, I am 
willing 
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willing to comply with you in the Term Hifory 
and a. Jet avoid calli 7 it commonly oo 
Goſpel of St. Jobn, becauſe That is what you 
would be diſpleas'd with, inaſmuch as here, and 
in other Places of your Book, you will not allow 
ſome Part of the Writings of 8. Jobn, as well as 
of others, and — of all the Apoſtles, to be 
any Part of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, neither will 
this Compliance of mine be of any Diſſervice to the 
Deſign I aim at, provided I am able, as I conceive 
I ſhall be, to prove that this Introduction is as 
much a Part, and perhaps as eſſential an One, 
of the true Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, on which the 
Hopes and Happineſs of Chriſtians are founded, as 
any which you are able to aſſign, and are willing 
to admit as a Part of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 

In order to make this _ I would obſerve 
to you, that the Goſpel of Chriſt depends not 
only upon the Internal, but alſo upon the Exter- 
nal Proofs of its Credibility and Reality; as in 
Mr. Chubb I have not an Adverſary of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion to contend with, but a profeſſed 
Friend and Advocate for it, I am no way oblig'd 


to prove that there have been External Teſtimo- 


nies to the Truth and Certainty of the Chriſtian 
Religion: I know you agree with me in this 
Point, and they are, in Conjunction with the Sub- 
ſtance of the Doctrine contained in it, Demon- 
ſtrative Evidences of the Truth of the Religion 
which we profeſs: All that I have to do therefore 
in the preſent Caſe is to ſhew that theſe Propo- 
fitions of St. Fohn are True, and are ſupported b 

as much Evidence as any of the Doctrines whic 

he relates as having been taught by our Lord, 
and in which Mr. Chubb will have his True Goſpel 
to conſiſt, To make the Matter clear, I muſt 
deſire you to recollect, that our Lord himſelf an1 


his Apoſtles after him, were yery frequently * 
their 
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their Appeal, to what had been aſſerted and taught 
by Moſt, and the Prophets of the Old Teſtament 
Diſpenſation, and the Prophecies which are found 
in their Writings, as a Teſtimony and Confirma- 
tion of our Lord's Character and Miſſion. You 
very well know, Sir, that the Prophecies of the 
coming of the Meſſiah, the Saviour, were inter- 
ſpers'd in the Writings of the Old Teſtament, even 
rom the moſt ancient Account of Things. Ar 
the very Beginning of the World, he was promis'd 
to our Fiſt Parents immediately upon the Fall, 
as the Healer of the Breach that was made by 
the firſt Tranſgreſſion, under the Title of the Seed 
| of the Woman, that he was ſome Ages after pro- 
| mis'd to Abraham, as a Deſcendant of his according 
to the Fleſh, Gen. xii. 4. after that, that he ſhould 
ſpring from the Tribe of Judah, Gen. xlix. 10. 
after that, that he ſhould come of the Family of 
David, with this miraculous Circumſtance annex'd 
to the whole, that he ſhould by a ſpecial Interpo- 
fition of Divine Power, be born of a Virgin, J. 
vii. 14. Agrecably to this Scheme of Providence, 
Two of the Evangeliſts begin their Hiſtories with 
an Account of the Genealogical Deſcent of our 
Lord, from the authentick Records of the Jewiſh 
Nation, and from them prove, that our Lord had 
a juſt Claim to be receiv'd by the Jews: in Qua- 
lity of the True Meſſiah, in Virtue of his Birth 
and Deſcent, as to his Human Generation. The 
other Two begin their Hiſtories with an Account, 
that as He was the Son of Man in one Reſpect, 
in another He was the Son of God: Thus, Mark i. 1. 
and St. John, who is more particular, In the Be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God, &c. “ Theſe Propoſitions 
„ (you ſay) for any Thing that appears to the 
e contrary, are only the Private Opinion of St. 


« John, who wrote the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Life 
C « and 
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c“ and Miniſtry, and they are no Part of Chriſt's 


“ Goſpel, viz. of that Goſpel which he preach'd 2 
„ to the Poor By the Way, this laſt Sentence, 1 


viz, Of that Geſpel which he preach'd to the Poor, 1 
appears to me to want a pretty deal of Explana- Wh © 
tion; you ſeem to fix a conſiderable Emphaſis ng 
upon the Golpel of Chriſt, as the Goſpel which Vi. 
was preached 1% the Poor, Now, what in the For 

l 


Name of common Senſe, has the Goſpel's being b 
preached 0 the Poor to do with your Argument, | Y 
that you lay ſuch a Streſs upon it, and mention Kia 
it at leaſt twice more in this Section? Whether 

you underſtand by our Saviour's Saying, To the Poor 
the Goſpel is Preached, the temporal or the ſpiri- BE 
tual Poor, I cannot ſee how it makes either for or 
againſt you in the leaſt, and it lies on you to ſhew Wi 
that it does, or elſc the World will be apt ro 
think that this Sentence is to go for nothing: But 
whatever be the Meaning of this obſcure Part of 
your Argument, you arc very plain and poſitive W 
in averring, that it does not appear that theſe Pro- 
poſitions ts Nr the Apoſtle in Relation | 


to our Lord's Nyture and Perſon, do oblige us 
to receive them in any higher Senſe than as the 
private Opinion of the Writer, and conſequently | 
that no Inferences to be deduced from them do at 
all affect the Belick or the Conduct of Chriſtians. 
As I conceive this to be a, very bold, and very dan- 
gerous Aſſertion, I will bndeavour to convince you 
that you are miſtaken, and that it is ſuch a 
Miſtake, as is naturally productive of ſuch Conſe- 
quences as will reduce the Whole of Chriſtianity Wl 
to an utter Uncertainty, and undermine the Foun- 


dations of That Goſpel, which you would be _ 
thought to be moſt zealouſly concern'd for the ¶ ac 
Confirmation of, - Boy 

In the Firſt Place then, If the Propoſitions i 
aſlerted by the Apoſtle, That our Lord Jeſus was the 
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the Word, or Logos, that this Logos, was with Cod, 
and that he was God; That the ſame was in the 
Beginning with God, That all Things were made by 
him, &c. If theſe Propoſitions concerning our Lord, 
are only the private Opinion of St. Job, it's poſſible 
he might be miſtaken in theſe his Aſſertions. Nay, 
I'll go further, and ſay, that he was miſtaken : 
For, as a private Opinion, when the Term is uſed 
by you or by any other Writer, denotes only a 
e. Sentiment of any Perſon, without any 

igher Authority for it than that of his own Opt- 
nion, in Oppoſition to a Notion or Sentiment 
inſuſcd or imparted by a ſpecial Communication 
from God, St. John mult of neceſſity deliver not 


== what was True, but abſolutely Falſe, in theſe Aſ- 


ſertions of his, wherein he declares, that our Lord 
had an Exiſtence before the Creation of the World, 


chat he had a Divine Nature (and the Mord was 
== God) and that he was poſſeſſed of Divine Creative 
Power; (all Things were made by him:) For as 


St. Fohn had not himſelf an Exiſtence, till ſome 
Thouſands of Years after the World was created, 
it was impoſſthle for him to know any Thing at 
all of what paſſed in any of the Periods that pre- 
ceded the Creation, without the ſupernatural 
Aſſiſtance of a Revelation from God: The Re- 


I voelation by Moſes, would inform him only in Ge— 
neral, that the World was created by God: It was 
bo far from informing him that this was performed 


;Þ by the Sacred Perſon by him called the Logos, or 
be Son of God, that it does not ſo much as give 
an Account of the'Exiſtence of ſuch a Being; fo 
WF that I hope you will allow, nay, I inſiſt upon it 
that you mult allow, that he could not have this 
Account from the Revelation that preccded the 
Age in which he lived ; As to his own private 
Conceptions that he was capable of forming, or 
the Inſerences to be drawn by him, from the Ob- 

C 3 * {ervations 
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ſervatious he might make on the Life, Doctrine, 
and Miraclcs of our Lord, they could reach no 
further than to convince him that our Lord was 
a very great Prophet, that he exceeded all that 
had gone before him in the Goodneſs of his Life, 
and in the Excellency of his Doctrine: By Excel- 
lency I mean both Purity and Plainneſs, as well as 
in the Greatneſs and Number of the Miracles which 
he wrought in Confirmation of his Doctrine and 
Miſſion: Bur ſtill, as Senſation and Reflection are 
the only Canals by which Knowlcdge is conveyed 
to the Human Mind, the utmolt Strength of 
the Apoſtle's Faculties could carry him no farther 
than to the Knowledge of the Particulars I have 
mention'd, The Eſſential and Eternal Dignity, 
the Divine Eſſence and Power of our Lord, mult 
{till have remained an abſolute and unfathomable 
Secret to St. Johns being unprovided of any Means 
of attaining to ſuch Knowledge by the Exerciſe of 
his own human Faculties, nothing leſs than im- 
mediate Inſpiration could furniſh him with the 
Knowledge of theſe Things: And from hence it 
is moſt certain, that upon your Hypotheſis, he 
was a Liar, and the Truth was not in him; for 
this moſt evident Reaſon, that in a very ſolemn 
and ſerious Manner, whilſt he is aſſuming the 
Character of an Apoſtle, and an inſpired Man, 
he aſſerts Things with the Knowledge of which 
you ſuppoſc him not to be inſpired, and which it 
was otherwilc impoſſible for him to know. 


As this Reaſoning is directly and perfectly de- L 


monſtrative, by your Suppoſition there will be 
fuch a Door opened for a Torrent of Infidelity to 


enter at, and to ſweep away all Revealed Religion 
at once, as I hope Mr. Chubb will, upon a ſerious BY 
Recollection, tremble at the Thoughts of his being 
acceſſary to: I am ſenſible, it has been too much WW 
the Practice of Chriltians to charge one — 4 
Wien 
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with all the odious Appellations which belong to 
rhe Conſequences which they apprehend to follow 
from any Principles broach'd by thoſe againſt whom 
they write: Far be it from me to act ſuch a Part 
as thisz I believe you were not apprized of thoſe 
Conſequences which I think are juſtly deducible 
from the yes a you lay down; it appears moſt 
evident to me that yours are very erroneous: Bur, 
as even your warmeſt Opponents, and thoſe that 
ſpeak the ſevereſt Things of you as an Here- 
tick, a Betrayer of the Church of which you are 
a viſible Member, &c. never pretend to accuſe you 
of an immoral or an intemperate Lifez I have an un- 
feigned Charity towards you, and hope the beſt Things 
concerning you, even Things that accompany Salvation. 
If you believe me then, in this ſolemn Proteſtation 
which I make, you will have no Cauſe to be of- 
tended with me, for animadverting upon your Prin- 
ciples: As you love the Liberty of propoſing your 
own Sentiments to the World, it muſt be taken 
for granted, that you are willing to give the ſame 
Liberty you take; I ſhall therefore proceed with 
the ſame Freedom to lay before you the Conſe» 
uences which appear to me to flow from your 
Principles, with relation to the private Opinions 
of the Apoſtles, and particularly with reſpect to 
this Paſſage of St. John, relating to the Perſon and 
Dignity of our Bleſſed Lord. Your own Words 
on this important Subject are theſe; And there- 
fore whether Chriſt was the Logos or Word, 
whether he was with God, and was God, or 
whether he made all Things, in the Senſe in 
which St. John uſes theſe Terms, or not, is of 
no Conſequence to us, becauſe theſe Points are 
no Part of Chriſt's Goſpel, and they are what 
the Salvation of Mankind is no way concerned 
with; whether Chriſt pre-exiſted or not, or 
whether he was the Agent employed by God, 
| _ "= 
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© in making this viſible World, or not, are Points 
© which do not affect the ſaving of Mens Souls 
© at all, it being ſufficient for us to know, that 


© he was the Sent of God, and that the Word of 
* the Lord in his Mouth was Truth.“ 


Now in this Paſſage of yours are evidently con- 
tained the following Propoſitions. 


I. That it is of no Conſequence to us, whether 
what St. John aſſerts, concerning our Saviour's 


Perſon and Dignity, as the Logos, as pre- exiſting 


with God the Father, and as the Creator of a 
Things, be true or not. 


II. That the Salvation of Mankind is not in the 
leaft concern'd with the Truth or Falſhood of theſe 
Things. | 

This Second Poſition is laid down as a Reaſon 
to ſupport the foregoing one. 

The Third is, That it is /ufſicient for us, that is, 
for all Chriſtians to know, that he was the Sent of 


God, and that the Word of the Lord in his Mouth 
was Truth. 


To this laſt Poſition I agree with all my Heart, 


and am not without Hopes of convincing you, 


that if you adhere to this in its proper Extent, 
and even its immediate and neceſſary Conſequences, 
you will be obliged to give up the two former. 
Your Firſt Poſition 1s, that it is of no Conſe- 
quence to us, whether what St. John ſays concern- 
ing our Saviour's Perſon and Dignity, as the Logos, 


as pre-cxiſting with God the Father, and as the 


Creator of all Things, be true or not. 

Now, Sir, whatcver your Imaginations may be 
as to the Conſequence of theſe Things, I muſt 
inſiſt upon it on the contrary, that it is juſt of as 
much Conſcquence to all Chriſtians, as the Truth 
or Falſhood of Chriſtianity in general is; W 

am 
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I am certain you will allow to be a Matter of the 
laſt Importance: But to be more explicit, I be- 
lieve it will appear upon a more deliberate Con- 
fideration, That, if theſe Poſitions of St. John are 
not True, cqually True, and equally Matter of Di- 
vine Inſpiration with any other Part of his Hiſtory, 
as you chuſe to have it called, we ſhall be by no 
means able to prove that any Part of the Writings 
of the. Apoſtles is true, becauſe it will be impoſſi- 
ble for you or for any Man to —— greater 
or better Evidences for the Truth or Credibility 
of any hiſtorical or doctrinal Propoſitions that are 
contained in the New Teſtament, than may be 
produced in Support of the Truth of theſe. The 
Certainty of Inſpiration in general as predicated of 
the Writings of the New Teſtament, you every 
where admit; ſince then you han't thought fit to 
point out any other of * private Opinions, the 
Poſitions that are of no Conſequence to Chriſtians, 
as being no Part of the Goſpel of Chriſt, in St. 
John's Hiſlory but theſe, you have left your Rea- 
ders to conclude, that there is no other Part of 
St. John, but what you approve of, and acknow- 
ledge as the Word of God. You alſo aſſert, that 
this ſhort Introductory Part are St. John's own 
Words, that is, they are his private Opinion, and 
not the Effect of Inſpiration, Now it having 
been already proved, that it was not poſſible for 
St. John, by any Medium of conveying Know. 
ledge that any Mortal is poſſeſſed of, to arrive at 
the Knowledge of what he here aſſerts, and lays 


don with as much Authority, as he does any 


other Part of his Goſpel, from hence it muſt moſt 
certainly follow, that he was an Impoſter, and a 
falſe Prophet; and it he was fo in one Point, there 
can be no Dependance upon any thing he writes, 
he never having given the leaſt Hint, bur that he 


had the ſame Aſſurance of theſe, as he had of any 


other 
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other Things, or any other Doctrines which he 
mentions in any other Part of his Account of our 
Lord and his Miniſtration: And as the Apoſtle 
declares that our Lord promiſed, that when he 
was gone from them, they ſhould have no Cauſe 
to-lament it, but he would ſend them the Com- 


forter, the Holy Spirit, to guide them into all Truth, * 


John xvi. 7, and 13. From hence it will manifeſtly 
follow, that if what he ſays in the Beginning 
of the Account he gives of our Lord, be no 
more than his own private Opinion, and was 
not communicated by the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Spirit, equally with the other Parts of his Hiſtory 


or Goſpel, and he has given no Intimation to the 
contrary, the Credit of the whole muſt of courſe. 


fall to the Ground; and the Misfortune is, that 
he cannot fall by himſelf ; but the reſt of his Bre- 
thren, the other Apoſtles, whoſe Writings are re- 
cciv'd as inſpired, muſt alſo fall with him, at leaſt 
as far as they have deliver'd the ſame Doctrines 
as we are now diſcourſing of, which I believe you 
muſt acknowledge to have been the Doctrines of 


the Apoſtles in general, either more or leſs ex- 


! according to the Length or Brevity of 
the Writings they have left the World, 


IT. Your Second Poſition is, that the Salvation 
of Mankind is not in the lealt concern'd with the 
Truth or Falſhood of theſe Things, 

This Second Poſition is laid down as a Reaſon 
to ſupport the foregoing one. 

As all that you have ſaid on this Head of the 
Private Opinions of the Apoſtles, is deliver'd with 
great Uncontiouſneſs, if not Temerity, I ſhall now, 
as I juſtly may, inſiſt upon your taking the La- 
bouringOar into your own Hands, and put you 2 
proving, what you are forward in poſitively aſſert- 
ing, That this Paſſage of St. John is only his 

private 


c 
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[7] 
private Opinion, or elſe it is but reaſonable to ex- 
= that you ſhould ingenuouſly retract what you 
ve deliver'd on this Head. A Man that affects 
to be diſtinguiſh'd in the foremoſt Rank of thoſe 
that inſiſt upon every Man's having a Right to 


Y think for himſelf, and that the 3 of private 


Judgment is the natural Privilege of all Men with- 
out Diſtin&ion, will make but an indifferent Fi- 
gure, if he ſhould aſſume any Airs of Dogmati- 


calneſs or infallibility; you muſt be preſumed not 


to expect any Deſerence at all to be paid to your 
mere Opinions, as deciſive in any Caſe, which is 
apprehended to be of Importance, without pro- 


A ducing the requiſite Proofs to confirm the Truth 


of them: And therefore, Sir, you ought not to 
take it amiſs if I tell you, that it is incumbent on 


© you, if you would make out what you have aſſert- 
e, to produce plain and poſitive Proofs, that this 


Paſſage of St. John is no Part of Divine Revelation 


and at the ſame time you muſt prove the Divine 


Authority of the Body of his Hiſtory or Goſpel, 
and that the DoCtrinal Propoſitions, or Moral Inſti- 
tutes ate in reality what you acknowledge them to 
be, the Effect of Inſpiration : Nay, — than 
this, it will lie upon you to ſhew that notwith- 
ſtanding they have always been recciv'd by Chriſti- 
ans, as equally a Part of inſpired Writ with the 


W ret of St. Jobn's Hiflory, or Account of our Saviour 


and his Miniſtration, that they are nevertheleſs a 


$ ſpurious Addition to the Writings of this Evange- 


liſt, and foiſted in in ſome Period or other, ſince 
the Days of this Apoſtle : This you are obliged to 
do, becauſe you allow that they were the private 
Opinion of St. John and no other; and as I take 
this to be a Work which, upon due Conſidera- 


Won, you will never attempt, I hope it will have 
its proper Influence, and help you to diſcern the 

Vvirong Apprehenſions you are fallen into. 
| D 
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Thus having laid before you ſome Facts which 
you will be obliged to prove, or drop the Notion 
you have advanced as to the private Opinion of 
St. Jobn, I ſhall now ſay ſomething of the Impor- 
tance of theſe Propoſitions concerning the Origi- 
nal, Dignity, and Power of our Bleſſed Lord; 
and here I think it is very obſervable, that in the 
Words immediately following the Paſſage you 
have quoted as the private Opinion of St. John, 
are contained a Reaſon to prove the Importance of 
the foregoing Poſitions, In him was Life, and the 
Life was the Light of Men, John i. 4 Theſe Words 
I rake to be a ſhort and very expreſſive Explana- 
tion of the great Intention of our Lord's coming 
into the World, as undertaking the Great and Gra- 
cious Deſign of the Salvation of Men, which is 
by St. Paul expreſſed by the Phraſe of bringing 
Life and Immortality to Light. | 

This Word or Logos, in the 14th Verſe, St, Joby 
ſays, was made Fleſh, (or joined to the Human 

ature) and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
Glory, as the Glory of the Only-begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of Grace and Truth, Aſter * firſt 


given an Account of the Original and Quality of I 


our Redecmer, and mentioned the great Deſign of 
his taking Flcſh upon him, he goes on like a very 
methodical Writer, to mention the Publick Teſti- 
mony of John the Baptiſt : Jobn ſecing Jeſus r 
unto him, ſaith, Behold the Lamb of God, whic 
taketh away the Sin of the World. This is he of 
whom I ſaid, after me cometh a Man which is pre- 
ferred before me, for he was beſore me. And I knew 
him not But that he ſhould be made manifeſt to 
Ilriel, therefore am I come baptizing with Water. 
And John bare Record, ſaying, 1 ſaw the Spirit de- 
ſcending from Heaven, like a Dove, and it abode 
uon him. And I knew him not; but he that ſent 
ere to baptize with Water, the [ame ſaid — 
pon 
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Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee whe Spirit deſcending and 
remaining on him, the ſame is be which baptizeth 
avith the Holy Ghoſt, John i. 29, &c. Now in this 
Paſſage wherein we have the Atteſtation of Joby 
the Poop to our Saviour's Perſon, Character, 
and Miſſion, is briefly comprehended the whole 
Scheme of the Goſpel by a Redeemer : As firſt, 
he is declared to be the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the Sins of the World. John the Baptiſt came 
to bear Witneſs of the Light, that all Men through 
= him might believe, ver. 7. He was ſent from God to 
1 —— this Office, ver. 6. He preached the 
octrine of Repentance, but made no Pretenſions 
to the Power of forgiving Sins, but referred his 
Hearers to one that was juſt coming after him, 
= without any Compariſon his Superior, who/e Shoes 
= (lays he) / am not worthy to bear, Matt, iii. 11, 
= Here you have the ſame Doctrine of our Lord's 
W pre-cxiſtence, of his _ the Son of God, one 
that ſhould baptize with the Holy Ghoſt, the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the Sins of the World. 
What can be a more full or, expreſs Confirmation 
of what St. John ſays at his firſt Entrance upon 
the Account which he has given us of our Lord's 
Perſon and Office? He is aſſerted to have exiſted 
from Eternity: For he was beforeme. In ſo ſaying, 
Jobn the Baptift could mean nothing leſs than that 
= our Lord had an Eternal Exiſtence ; it being cer- 
| tain, that as to his human Deſcent, he was many 
= Months younger than John the Baptiſt, for when 
| the Angel Gabriel was ſent to the Virgin Mary, 
to tell her, that our Lord ſhould be born of her, at 
the ſame time that he acquaints her therewith, he 
tells her, her Couſin Elizabeth, the Mother of John 
the Baptiſt, was gone {ix Months with Child, Luke 
1.36. Tis certain, therefore, that Jobn the Baptiſt 
muſt be underſtood to ſpeak of our Lord's Divine 
Naturc, when he lays he was b:fore him And 
DS. when 


[ 20 ] 
when Zacharias, after his extraordinary Dum 
was reſtored to his Speech at the Circumciſion of 
the Child; and propheſied of the Office which 
his Son John was to perform when come to Years, 
he ſays, And thou Child ſhalt be called the Prophet 


of the Higheſt z for thou ſbalt go before the Face of 3 
the Lord to prepare his Ways : To give Knowledge of 
Salvation unto his People by the Remiſſion of their 1 


Sins, Luke i. 76,77. From what has been quoted 
From the Teſtimony of Jobn the Baptiſt, as well as 
the Declaration of the inſpired Zacharias. The 
Paſſage of St. John which you object againſt, is 
abundantly confirmed, fo that you will be reduced 
to this Dilemma, either to own that St. John was 
inſpired, in ſaying what he does of our Lord's 
exalted Character and Dignity, or elſe you muſt 


paſs the ſame Cenſure on two inſpired Perſons 0 


mote, John the Baptiſt and Zacharias ; That John the 
Baptiſt has teſtified to the fame Purpoſe as St. John, 
I have juſt obſerved to you, as allo I have referred 
vou to the Words of Zacharias to the ſame Effect: 

e calls our Saviour the Lord and the Higheſt , 
and ſays, that the Deſign of his coming into the 
World was to make the Knowledge a 


and the means of obtaining the Remiſſion of Sins 
manifeſt, or in the Language of John the Baptift, 
to be the Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sins 
of the World. Thus it will be neceſſary for you 
either to acknowledge St. John as an inſpired Wl 


Writer, in what he ſays in the conteſted Paſſage, 
or elſe you muſt produce your Arguments to inva- 


lidate the Teſtimony of Joby the Baptiſt, of 


Zacharias, and St. Luke. Thus you ſee, that whilſt 
you - * you had but St. John to contend 
againſt, t 


re are two or three more of the ſame 
Sacred Character with him, whoſe Evidence it is 
neceſſary for you to oVerthrow, or to give up the 

Cauſo j 
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Cauſes nay, it would be no Difficulty to e, 
that al the Authors of the New Teſtament mu 
ſhare the ſame Fate as St. Fobn, unleſs there be 
either of them that has not taught the fame Doc- 
trine ; and even upon the Suppoſition that in ſome 
of their Writings the ſame Things may not be 
found in ſo many expreſs Terms; yet in this I will 
be poſitive, that you will not find any thing con- 
tradictory thereunto z and there will ſtill be one 
Difficulty remaining which you will never be able 
to get over; that there will be as much and as 
— Proof for the Validity of what has been de- 
ivered by the abovementioned Perſons, as you will 
be able to produce on the Side of the Divine Au- 
thority of the Authors of any Part of the New 
Teſtament z and by Conſequence, as the Authority 
of 2 muſt reſt upon the ſame Foot wit 

that of any of the others, if one be diſcarded, the 


reſt muſt fare in like manner, and ſo we ſhall be 


rid of all of them at once. 

But as I am permitted at preſent to ſuppoſe, 
thad thoſe Parts of what we receive as Sacred 
Writ, which you have not pointed out as meerly 
private Opinions, are really inſpired, I ſhall take a 
little farther Notice of the Words of Zacharias 
who repreſents the coming of our Saviour amongſt 
Men to be with' one principal View, to certify 
Mankind of the Method whereby Salvation and 
the Remiſſion of Sins was to be obtained, and that 
this was the Effect of the tender Mercy of God, 
whereby the Day. ſpring from on high was to viſit 
Mankind; to give Light to them which fit in Darkneſs, 
and in the Shadow of Death, to guide our Feet into 
the Way of Peace, Luke i. 78, 79. From hence I 
think it is evidently to be inferred, that the Know- 
ledge of ove Salvation. and Remiſſion of Sins, 
was, even to thoſe who enjoyed a Divine Revela- 


tion at that time, not perfectly clear and viſible. 
The 


„„ 
The Law of Moſes was not a plain, full, and ex- 
pick Declaration of the Method of Salvation, and 
liverance from the Guilt of Sin; its Sacrifices, 
its ceremonial Obſervances, and Oblations, were 
not capable in themſelves of purging the Soul 
from the Guilt of dead Works. The Tabernacle of 
Moſes was only 4 Figure or the time then preſent, 
in which was offered both Gifts and Sacrifices, that 
could not make him that did the Service perfect, as 
pertaiving to the Conſcience, which ſtood only in 
Meats, and Drinks, and divers Waſbings and carnal 
Ordinances impoſed on them until the time of Refor- 
mation, Heb. ix.9,,10. The whole Scheme of the 
Meoſaick Diſpenſation was but a figurative Repre- 
ſentation of better Things to come, of a better 
and more perſect Propitiation. The Blood of Bulls 
and of Goats, was not ſufficient to waſh away the 
Stains and Impurity of Sin: But Chriſt being come 
an High Priaſ of good Things to come, by a greater 
and more perfett Tabernacle, not made with Hands, 
that is to ſay, nat of this Building; neither by the 
Blood of Goats and Calves, but by bis own Blood he 
entred in once into the Holy Place, having obtained 
eternal Redemption for us, ver. 11, 13. The pro- 
phetical Part of the Old Teſtament was alſo im- 
perfect, as it is in the Nature of all Propheſies to 
ave ſomething more or leſs of Obſcurity in their 
Compoſition : Agreeably hereunto Mofes is repre- 
ſented as baving 4 Veil over his Face, which by a 
beauriful Figure is deſigned to intimate the imper- 
fect Light held forth in the Revelation by him, in 
Compariſon of the Clearneſs and Brightneſs of the 
Diſcoveries made in the Goſpel in reſpect to Spiri- 
tual Things; but now the 2 is removed by the 
coming of our Lord: And as there is a vaſt Diffe- 
rence in all Caſcs, whether Spiritual or Temporal, 
a great Difference betwixt ſeeing a Thing that is 
come, and only hearing that it is to come; _ 
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the Bulk of Mankind want to have Matters of a 
religious Nature laid down before them in the 


plaineſt and moſt copious Terms, there being but 


= few, comparatively ſpeaking, that are capable of 


making proper Inferences, and drawing right Con- 


4 cluſions from Principles that are briefly and ſome» 
& what obſcurely delivered : Theſe things conſidered, 


we may juſtly conclude, that the removal of Rires 
and Ceremonies, of Types and Figures, by the 
Coming of our Lord, and fulfilling all rhat was 
pre-figured and propheſied concerning him, muſt 
greatly contribute ro the Increaſe of Light, Cer- 
tainty, and Knowledge, with reſpe& to the great 
Deſign for which our Lord was to make his Ap- 
pearance in the World, and to perform, and teach, 
and u o what he did, for the Procurement of 
the Remiſhon of Sins, and the Salvation of Men. 
Thus in many reſpects was the Coming of our 
Lord in the Flcſh, even to the eus themſelves, 
a Means of communicating farther Degrees of 
Knowledge, as to the way of pleaſing God, and 
obtaining an happ S 1g But then as our 
Lord was propheſied of, as a Light to enlighten the 
Gentiles as well as to be the Glory of his People 
Iſrael, He was to give Light to them that ſat in 
Darkneſs, and in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
and to guide the Feet of the Gentiles as well as the 
Jews, into the Way of Peace; and here 'twill be 
to my Purpoſe to obſerve, that the favourite Maxim 


# of your Book, and that which almoſt the whole 


of the argumentative Part of it is built upon, and 
connected with, is, That the Goſpel of Chriſt 
contains no new Dilcovery with reſpect to Mens 
Obtainment of the Pardon of Sin, and the Me- 
thod of procuring the Favour of God, and the 
Hopes of Happineſs: That no Man ever did, or 
can receive any Benefit from our Bleſſed Lord, be- 


duct 
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duct from him, as being thereby directed to walk 
in the Ways that are well-pleaſing in the Sight of 


God : That by Conſequence we are no farther 
obliged to him for his Death and Sufferings, than 
as he thereby gave the fulleſt and moſt convincing 
Proof of the Truth of the Doctrines which he 
taught to Men, and of the Love which he bore 
to them, by which he was influenced to appear 
amongſt them as an Inſtructor of the great Truths 
of Morality and Virtue, which had not been duly 
attended to, but Men had too generally departed 
from and neglected; and that there was no other 
Benefit that Men could poſſibly receive from all 
that he did and ſuffer'd, beſides that of his In- 
ſtruction and Example. 

Theſe Inſtruftions of his, or the Moral Pre- 
cepts laid down by him, you every where inſiſt 
upon, to be no other than the proper Language, 
the genuine Dictates of the Law of Nature, and 


that the whole of the Goſpel of Chrilt conſiſts in 


nothing but Inſtructions ot this kind, and Exhor- 
tations to Mankind to repent of their Sins, and 
walk according to the Rules of Duty he laid be- 
fore them; but that all the while it lay in the 
Power of Men by a proper Exertion and Uſe of 
their natural Faculties, to attain the Knowledge of 
all thoſe Moral Principles, of all thoſe Rules of 
Life, and Means of Happineſs. 

That this is a juſt Repreſentation of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt as ſet forth by you, will appear to any 


one that will but with a. moderate Degree of At- 


tention peruſe your Book, But as the Reader will 
expect to have ſome expreſs Paſſages of yours 


pointed out, I ſhall refer him to a few out of abun- 


dance to the ſame Purpoſe, Thus, p. 104. you 


tell us, The Sum of the Goſpel conſiſts in the 


following Particulars. | 
Firſt, 
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© Firſt, He (i. e. Chriſt) ny and recom - 
© mends a Conformity of Mind and Life to the 
Eternal and Unalterable Rule of Action which is 


ſounded in the Reaſon of Things, and makes or 


= © declares that Compliance to be the only, and the 
W © ſure Ground of Divine Acceptance, and the only, 
and the ſure Way to Life Eternal. 


II. If Men have lived in a Violation of this 
© Righteous Law, by which they have rendred 
£ themſelves diſpleaſing to God, and worthy of 
© his juſt Reſentment, then Chriſt requires and re- 
© commends Repentance and Reformation of their 
© Evil Ways as the only, and the ſure Grounds of 
© the Divine Mercy orgiveneſs, And, 


III. Chriſt aſſures us that God has appointed 
© a Time in which he will judge the World in 
© Righteouſneſs, and that he will then approve or 
© conderan, reward or puniſh every Man accord- 
© ing to his Works ; that is, according as he has, 
or has not conformed his AﬀeCtions and Actions 
© to that Rule of Action before-mentioned, and 
© according as he has, or has not repented, and 
* amended his Evil Ways.” 


This is pretty near the ſame, Word for Word, 
as you had ſaid, p. 18. and after a great deal to the 
ſame Purpoſe, you expreſs yourſelf on this Sub- 
ject, in a very plain and conciſe manner in p. 28, 
That by the Commandments Chriſt means the 
© Moral Law, or that Rule of Action which is 
© founded in the Reaſon of Things; and which 
© therefore every Rational Being ought to direct 
his Behaviour by, and whoever makes this Law 
the Meaſure of his Actions, ſuch have Everlaſt» 
ing Life. 
E Vour 
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Vour Obſervation on the Anſwer which our 
Lord makes to the Lawyer, who asked him, What 
he ſhould do to inherit Eternal Life, Luke x. 27, 
is alſo very full and expreſs, agreeably ro what has 
been before quoted. Here again (you ſay) we 
* ſce Chriſt declared that the Way to Eternal Life, 
© or that the True Ground of Divine Acceptance 
© is to keep the Commandments, by loving God, 
© and our Neighbour, which is nothing elſe but 
© the conforming our Minds and Lives to that 
* Rule of Action which is founded in the Reaſon 
© of Things. Here you deſire your Readers to 
© obſerve, that this is Chriſt's own Account of 
© the matter; and therefore it may moſt —_ 
© be relied upon. And as the Queſtions whic 
* were put to him' (meaning the 1 of the 
Lawyer juſt mentioned, and that which was ask'd 
him by the Perſon of whom you have ſome Ac- 
count, Matt. xix.) were (ſay you) * of the higheſt 
© Importance to Mankind, viz. What Men ſhould 
© do that they might obtain eternal Life? And as 
he was ſent into the World on purpoſe that he 
© might be a ſafe Guide to Men in this very 
Affair, ſo, if he had not given a full and true 


« Anſwer to thoſe Queſtions, if he had not plainly We 


declared all that was neceſſary for Men to know 
© and do in order to obtain eternal Life, then he 
would not have been true to his Truſt.” p. 30. 

In like manner (you fay) with reſpe& to th 
Queſtion propoſed bs the other, Malt. xix. 16. 
What good Thing ſhall I do, that I may inherit 
eternal Life? * This was a plain and a fair Que- 


* ſtion, a Queſtion of the laſt Importance, and 


© which called for a plain, a full, and a ſerious 
© Antwer, and which Chriſt was obliged, if he 
© would anſwer his Character as a ſafe Guide to 
© Liſe eternal, to anſwer accordingly.” As to both 
thele Queſlions, you ac very poſitive * — 
or 
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Lord did, and was obliged to give plain, full, and 
ſerious Anſwers, they being both Queſtions of the 
ſame Import and Meaning, and Queſtions of the 
laſt Importance, even what Men ſhould do that 
they u_ inherit eternal Life ? And you are not 
only poſitive that they are plain and full Anſwers, 
cat deal further, and paſs it as your 
definitive Sentence upon the Caſe, that they muſt 
neceſſarily be ſuch, or elſe our Lord had for- 
feired his Character, as a ſafe Guide to Life eter- 
nal, and that without his ſo doing, he would not 
have been true to his Truſt: But this (you add) 
is not to be ſuppoſed. Very true indeed, it ought 
not to be ſuppoſed. © And therefore (you conclude) 
* we may depend upon it, the keeping the Com- 
* mandments, or the governing our Minds and 
© Lives by that Rule of Action, which is founded 
* on the Reaſon of Things, will moſt certainly 
© render ns pleaſing and acceptable to God, and 
© ſecure to us the Happineſs of another World.” 
30. 
: am ſorry that this Suppoſition of the Poſſi- 
bility of our Lord's not acting up to the Sincerity 
of his Character upon this Occaſion, ſhould dro 
from your Pen; becauſe, I am not only well 
ſatisfy'd that it is a very great Miſtake in you 
to conceive, that our Lord deſigned in theſe two 
Places to give a full and plain Anſwer ; that is, 
ſuch an one as therein to declare, all that was ne- 
ceſſary for Men to know and do in order to eternal 
Life ; that it is very plain our Lord did not think 
either of the Perſons that made theſe Queſtions, 
to be deſerving of ſuch Anſwers from him. As 
to the Anſwer to the firſt Enquirer, it compre- 
hends no more ot what it was neceſſary for a 
Man to know and do in order to obtain eternal Life, 
than the Duties contained in the Commandments 
of the ſecond Table, Now, I am ſure you will 
E 2 grant, 


[28] | 
t, that the Duties required by the Command- 
— of the firſt T — — to be 
— in order to Salvation, as thoſe of the 
nd. They are not in Reality capable of being 
ſeparated from each other, neither can any Man 
perform a ſincere Obedience in his Behaviour to- 
wards Man, unleſs he be under the Influence of an 
unfeigned Love to God, and a ſpiritual Reverence 
of his Infinite Attributes and Perfections: But the 
Reaſon of our Lord's only mentioning the Com- 
mands of the ſecond Table to this Perſon, ſeems 
to have been, that, as he knew what was in Man, 
this Perſon was one that was fill'd with ſpiritual 
Pride, on account of the Exactneſs of his Conduct 
towards his fellow Mortals: His Conſcience did not 
prick him for any direct or notorious Violation of 
the Rules of Juſtice and —_— betwixt Man and 
Man : He had performed his Promiſes, and made 
ood his Engagements he had entercd into in the 
ffices of Buſineſs and Commerce, and being 
buoyed up with certain Self- ſufficiency, and an 
Idea of his own Merit, took this Opportunity to 
boaſt of his own Excellency, and the Perfectneis of 
his Conduct, a way of thinking frequently to be met 
with in the preſent Age; it being the moſt common 
Encomium paſſed at Funerals, or upon hearing of 
the Death of a Friend, to ſay of him, He was a very 
honeſt Man; he paid every one he had Dealings 
with, with a great deal of Honour; he 1s gone 
to Heaven heſure. Upon the ſame Grounds this 
Enquirer of our Lord built a confident Depen- 
dance, that he was aſſur'd of Heaven and Happi- 
neſs if he continued in the ſame Courle : But upon 


the Man's making a vainglorious Anſwer, ver. 20. 


All theſe Things have I kept from my Youth up : 
what lack I yet ? Our Lord to his great Mortifica- 
tion made him the following Reply : If thou wilt 
be perfect, go and ſell that thou baſt, and give 5 
ihe 
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( 29 ] 
the Poor, and thou ſpalt have Treaſure in Heaven: 
and come and follow me, ver. 21. In this Anſwer 
of our Lord's, not only the Perſon boaſting of the 
Perfection of his Conduct is cenſured, by an im- 
plicit Accuſation laid to his Charge, of having 
with-beld more than was meet of the Subſtance 
which God in his Providence had plentifully be- 
ſtowed upon him, and not contributing to the 
Relief and Aſſiſtance of his neceſſitous Brethren, 
the Indigence of whoſe Circumſtances pleaded for 
Help and Comfort: And from the Account of his 
Conduct, which immediately follows, it is manifeſt 
that he was criminally defective in the Temper and 
Diſpoſition of his Mind, and by no means in ſuch 
a Preparedneſs for Heaven as he had dream'd of, 
and was vainly puffed up upon. But when the young 
Man heard that ſaying, he went away forrowful, 


for be bad great Poſſeſſions, ver. 22. Tho' he was 


free from the Charge of direct Injuſtice as to the 
Properties of other Men, yet he was defective in 

his Stewardſhip under the Great Lord and Pro- 
rietor of all; and now when required to teſtify 
his Submiſſion to the Dictates of the Divine Will, 
in diſpoſing of the earthly Subſtance entruſted in 
his Hands, he ſhrunk from what he was com- 
manded, and refuſed to comply therewith : He 
appears deſtitute of that Submiſſion to the Will of 
God, and that fiducial Reliance, which every good 
Man ought to place on his Protection, Proviſion, 
and Reward. As to the Cale of the Lawyer, which 
you cite from Luke x. 25. the ſame Obſervation 
1s applicable to him, as to the other, that our Lord 
was not obliged to give him ſuch a full and copious 
Anſwer, as you inſiſt upon he was by the moſt 
lolemn Engagements, even thoſe of a Regard to 
the Truth and Sincerity of his Character and Office. 
The Lawyer was not entitled from his Spirit and 
Temper of Soul to ſuch an Anſwer, as you inſiſt 
upon 


[ 30 ] 


upon that this was and ought to be, he not bring- 
ing with him that docible and humble Spirit, which 
it was his indiſpenſable Duty to have come with, 
his only View being not to receive Information in 
the great Concern of his obtaining Salvation and 
Happineſs, bur to inſult and expoſe him. A certain 
Lawyer flood up and tempted him, ſaying, Maſter, 
what ſhall I do to inherit Eternal Life? Our Lord 
anſwers this captious Queriſt by — another 
ze to him, as he did upon other Occaſions, 
when he was attack'd by the Interrogatories of 
Evil-minded Men. He ſaid unto him, What is 
written in the Law? how readeſt thou? To this the 
other anſwers, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy Fleart, and with all thy Soul, and with 
all thy Strength, and with all thy Mind, and thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf, ver. 27. Our Lord replies, 
Thou haſt anſwered well, this do and thou ſhalt 
live; but he willing to juſtiſy kimſelf ſaid unto Jeſus, 
and who is my Neighbour ? Our Saviour anſwered 
him in the Parable of the good Samaritan, wherein 
he gives the Preference, as to the Characteriſtick 
of a 1 to the Samaritan, in oppoſition 
to a Prieſt and a Levite; the Humanity and pious 
Benevolence of the Samaritan, flowing from a 
Principle of Love to God and Man, 1s the juſt 
Foundation of our Saviour's NY him as 
an Example of Picty and Goodneſs, and of con- 
demning the irreligious Uncharitableneſs and want 
of Compaſſion in the Pricſt and Levite, who ought 
to have been peculiar Patterns of it. This was a 
moſt cutting Reprimand to this Self- opinionated 
Doctor of the Law, who was full of that bigot- 


ted Narrownels of Sou}, which it was the Cha- 


racter of the Devotecs of that Age and Nation 
to be poſſeſſed with: They interpreted all the 
good Offices that are due to our Fellow Mortals, 
under the Notion of Neighbours, to be due only 
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to thoſe of their own Nation and Religion z and 
they even gloried in a barbarous Uncharitableneſs 
and Hatred towards others, and eſpecially the Sa- 
maritans, This exactly correſponds with that 
ſhort and full Character of the Jews, by Tacitus; 
Apud ipſos fides Obſlinata, Miſericordia in promptu, 
Sed adverſus omnes alios Hoſtile Odium. 

But, Sir, as I am willing to make you ey 
Conceſſion I poſlibly can, allowing that the whole 
of what is neceſſary to be obſerv'd in order to 
Salvation, be compriſed in theſe few Sentences z 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Sirength, 
and with all thy Mind, and thy Neighbour as thy 
ſelf, as undoubtedly, in ſtrictneſs of Speaking, it 
is; and our Lord expreſsly ſays hereupon, This do 
and thou ſhalt live. Yet what Advantage will 
you make, or what Explanation will you give of 
it, ſo as to render it of any Service to your Cauſe 
and Argument? You will ſay perhaps, as you do 
innumerable Times, ſometimes in a more conciſe, 
ſometimes in a more diffuſed manner, that the Goſ- 
pu requires no more than a Compliance with the 

ictates of the Law of Nature, and that thoſe Moral 
Principles which are deduCible from the Conſide- 
ration of the Divine Attributes, and a proper Ex- 
erciſe of the rational Faculties beſtowed on us by 


our Creator, are in themſelves ſufficient to direct 


us to the Practice of Holineſs, and the Procure- 
ment of Happineſs: Admitting this to be true, 
what will follow from this Conceſſion? Why no 
more nor leſs than this, That a compleat Obedience 
to the Precepts of Morality and Virtue, which have 
their Foundation in the eternal and unalterable Law 
of Nature and Reaſon, would cntitle the Obſer- 
vers of them to the Favour of God, and the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Felicity. And what are any of your 
fellow Mortals obliged to you tor inſiſting on this 

Doctrine? 


L321 
Doctrine? We allow it to be true; but 

Sir, what Advan is to be derived from it 
the Promotion of the common Salvation and Hap- 
pineſs? Our Saviour, I grant you, in the Bulk of 
the Revclation which he has given us, has taught 
the ſame Doctrine; as it is impoſſible for God to lie, it is 
not poſſible but that his Son, who came in his Name 
to teach the May of Truth and Peace, mult deliver 
ſuch doctrinal Inſtructions as had their Foundation 
in the eſſential Rectitude of Things, and which 
have in their innate Compoſition and Structure, 
an immutable Beauty, Firneſs and Excellency z and 
accordingly he delivers theſe his Precepts, not as 
the Effect of mere ſuperiour Power and ſovereign 


Authority, but as in themſelves fit and proper, 


as being conducive in their own Nature, in 
their direct Conſequences to be productive of pre- 
ſent Self-enjoyment and future Bliſs. But then, 
Sir, though we have an entire Syſtem of Moral 
Goodneſs laid down in the New Teſtament, and 
thrown into a Variety of Shapes, that we might 
have Line upon Line, and Precept upon Precept z 
that in the different Lights in which Piety and 
Virtue are placed, the various Capacities of Men 
might be provided. with ſuitable Means of being 
informed and enlightened : Yer ſtill, if we are not 
in a Capacity, according to the preſent Circum- 
ſtances and Conſtitution of the Human Nature, to 
perform an adequate Obedience to the Dictates of 
this Moral Law, and to comply with the Require» 
ments of this perfe& Rule for the Conduct ot Ra- 
tional Beings, and as nothing but ſuch a perfect 
uncrring Obedience can give us a Title to Future 
Bleſſedneſs, of what Benefit would it have been 
to Mankind to have had the Precepts of this Eter- 
nal Law ever fo particularly laid before them, or 
ever ſo minutely and clearly expounded to them, 


when at the ſame time they were all conſcious 
to 
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[ 33 ] 
to themſelves of having fallen ſhort of an exact 
Obſervation of its Precepts z and, if they thought 
ſoberly, muſt be ſenſible it was not poſſible for 
them to perform an exact Obedience to it for the 
future? And —— that the Prophet employ'd 
7 


by God in this Work, ſhould declare to Men, 
that their paſt Violations of this ſacred Law were 
entirely forgiven, yer, as univerſal Experience made 
it certain that they ſhould not be able in time to 
come to comport themſelves in ſuch a manner as 
that their Actions ſhould ſquare with the Rules 
enjoined by ir, Wherein would their Condition be 
bettered hereby? Thus, when the Doctor of the 
Law came with his enſnaring Queſtion, V bat 
ſpall 1 do to inherit eternal Life ? And our Lord 
told him, that according to his own Definition 
of the Moral Law, if he performed an Obedience 
to it, he ſhould not fail of attaining that eternal 
Life which he was enquiring how he might inherit. 
This do, and thou ſhalt live. And when he put 
that further Queſtion, H/ho is my Neighbour ? Upon 
our Lord's explaining to him the true Notion of 
a Neighbour, he found himſelf ſadly baulk'd in 
his Imagination of the Perfectneſs of his Conduct, 
being tacitly reproved in the Parable of the Fa- 
maritan for his paſt Ignorance and Uncharitable- 
nels, He having propoſed this Queſtion to 7 
himſelf, or to have an Opportunity of glorying in 
the Unblameableneſs of his Behaviour, but was 
diſappointed herein, and ſtruck into Silence and 
Contuſion upon a Conviction of his Error. What 
Conſolation could he then derive from his being 
told, That if his Obedience to the Moral Law 
were perfect, it would render him happy3 when 
it was moſt evident, that he had no Claim of that 

kind to make to Happineſs ? 
From what has been ſaid, it may, I think, be 
juſtly inferred, that the True Go/pel contains ſomes 
F thing 
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thing more in it beſides the Doctrines or Precepts 
of the Moral Law, in order to intitle it to the 
Name of Go/pel, or Glad Tydings ; foraſmuch as 
if it contained nothing in it but a Specification 
or Declaration of the Principles of Morality and 
Virtue, it would be ſo far from deſerving to be 
called the Goſpel, or Glad Tydings to Men, that it 
would be no other than an ablolute Sentence of 
Condemnation pronounced on all Mankind. 

In all Men that are in any meaſure enlightened 
with right Sentiments of the Duties incumbent on 
them by the Law of Nature, there mult of courſe 
be a Conſciouſneſs of innumerable Sins of Omiſ- 
ſion and Commiſſion againſt the Rules: preſcribed 
thereby z and as it is a perfect Obedience alone 
that gives a Title to Happineſs, fo, if a Man fall 
ſhore of ſuch a Conduct, he can have no Grounds 
of being juſtified and made happy in Conſequence 
of his own Behaviour. This do, and. thou Sw 
live, is the proper, the natural Language of the 
Moral Law; but it is a Language which imparts 
no hope of Comfort to the Children of Men 
becauſe, if there be no other Method diſcoverable, 
by means whereof they may entertain the Proſ- 
pect of being juſtified in the Sight of God, and 
attaining to eternal Life, their State is moſt de- 
plorable. | 

Here I ſhall take the Liberty to confirm what 
I have faid on this Head, by the Teſtimony of 
St. Paul to the ſame Purpoſe, and I can do it 
with the better Grace in reaſoning with you, be- 
cauſe you have not cut me off from this Aſſiſtance, 
not having ſet it down as one of his private Opi- 
nions; ſo that till you have entered your Proteſt 
againſt it on that Score, I may very decently call it 
in to my Aid, and it is a moſt direct and material Paſ- 
ſage to my Purpoſe. For as many as are of the Yorks 
of the Law, ars under the Curſe : Lor it is ritten, 
Curſed 


[35] 
Curſed is every one that continuoth not in all Things 
awhich are written in the Book of the Law, to do 
v#hem. But that no Man is juſtified by the Law in 
be Sight of God, it is evident : for, The Juſt ſhall 
tive by Faith. And the Law is not of Faith but 
The Man that doeth them ſhall live in them. Chriſt 
bath redeemed us from the Curſe (or the Condemna- 
tion) of the Law, being made a Curſe for us. That 
the Bleſſings of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through Jeſus Chriſt. Gal. iii. 10. &c. 

Now herein conſiſteth the very Eſſence of the 
True Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, or the Goſpel of Glad 
Tydings, in communicating to Morrals the full and 
explicit Knowledge of the Way of Salvation thro' 
a Redeemer, who without the imparting of ſuch 
Knowledge to them, could not acquire it by any 
other Medium of Conveyance z all the Knowledge 
of obraining Happineſs that reſulted from the 
Moral Law being only this, that upon a Perfec- 
tion of Obedience it was attainable, and by no 
other Means. If therefore Juſtification in the 
Sight of God be not attainable by any Obedience 
we are capable of performing to the Precepts of 
the Moral Law, and it is the poſitive, the repeated 
Doctrine and Language of the New Teſtament, 
that we are to hope for Salvation by Virtue of 
Faith in Chriſt, as our Redeemer and Mediator 
betwixt God and Man; if our Salvation be of 
Grace or Favour, and not of Merit, according to 
that of St. Paul, Gal. ii. 20, 21, And the Life 
which I now live in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himſelf 
for me. I do not fruſtrate the Grace of God : for 
if Righteouſneſs came by the Law, then is Chriſt 
dead in vain, From hence it manifeſtly follows, 
that, to inſiſt upon it, that the Goſpel by Jeſus 
Chriſt is no other than a Republication of the Law 


of Nature, or merely a ſetting it forth in its juſt 
| F 2 Extent, 


[ 36 ] 
Extent, is in fact to explain it away, and to diveſt 
it of all its Glory and Conſolation, as the Goſpel 
or a Meſſage of Glad Tydings to Men, and to turn 
it into a Meſſage of Heavy Tydings; as that of a 
Sentence of Condemnation mult always be ſup- 
poſed to be, | 

I am very ready to allow, what you ſo ſtrenuouſly 
and repeatedly urge, that a general Apprehenſion 
of the Duties that are owing from Men to God, 
and to one another, is attainable, by the Notices 
which God hath given in his Works, and in his 
Providence, and by a ſincere and ſtudious Exerciſe 
af the Faculties implanted in us by our Creator. 
But then, Who is = Man, where is the Perſon, 
that can ſay with Truth he has not been deficient 
cither in the Seriouſneſs or in the Diligence with 
which he ought to have ſet about this great Work? 
Or who will be ſo bold as to affirm, that he has never 
wilſully departed from the Rules of Righteouſneſs, 
or negligently failed of performing Obedience to 
lome or other of them? A Man that has never 
_ deviated from the perfect Way, that has never 
failed of acting in Imitation of the All- perſect Be- 
ing, has without Diſpute a Right to the Expecta- 
tion and Poſſeſſion of Happineſs. An All- perfect 
God cannot but be delighted with his own Like- 
neſs; and by Conſequence, the Man of perſect 
Obedience cannot but be happy, in the Enjoyment 
of the Light of his Heavenly Father's Countenance : 
But as Sin and Diſobedience are the Cauſe of the 
Alienation of the Divine Favour, and render the 
Tranſgrefſor obnoxious to his Wrath and Diſplea- 
ſure, The Grand Queſtion ariſing from hence, is, 
How, or by what Means, an offending Creature 
ſhall be reinſtatcd into the Favour of that God, 
againſt whom he is conſcious he has been an Of- 
fender ? That there is no Man that liveth upon Earth 


and ſinneilh not, is not only an Aſlertion of Holy 
Writ, 
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Writ, but what your (elf alſo will not deny your 


Aſent to: It will therefore be incumbent 
you either to give up your whole Scheme, or to 
point out ſome Method or other, which is practi- 
cable from the Light of unaſſiſted Reaſon, where- 
by to diſcover a Method of obtaining the Pardon 
of Sin, and of — propitious to Man, 
who has offended againſt him, and finds his Con- 
ſcience burdened with the Guilt of Sin. | 
All that it is poſſible for a Man to do under theſe 
Circumſtances, is to be heartily ſorrowful for the 
Sins he has committed, and to form ſincere Reſo- 
lutions of amending his Errors for the future: But 
the bittereſt Grief, the deepeſt Contrition for paſt 
Offences, can never alter the Nature of Things; 
it can never make that to be no Tranſgreſſion, 
which is confeſſed to have been one; neither can 
the moſt unfeigned and ſucceſsful Endeavours to 
avoid the ſame Errors in Conduct for time to come, 
ever annihilate the Facts that have already been, 


The utmoſt that a good and virtuous Action can 


operate, is to ſtand upon its own Bottom, and to 
be in itſelf defenſible and good; there can there- 
tore be no ſuperabundant Merit in a future Good 
Action, to make Attonement for the Sinfulneſs and 
Obliquity of a paſt Evil one; ro ſuppoſe that, 
would be in another Shape to teach the Doctrine 
of Supererogation, which you have a ſufficient Aver- 
ſion to in the Romiſh Church, and therefore will 
never adopt into your own Scheme. 

Upon this State of Things then, the Doctrine 
of a Mediator and Refeemer muſt appear to be 
the moſt grateful News to finful offending Mor- 
tals, as Life from the Dead, as a Means to compoſe 
the afflicted, helpleſs, and deſponding Soul, and to 
purify the Conſcience from the Guilt and Deſile- 
ment of Dead Horks. 


Were 
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Were it conſiſtent with the Limits I would 
aſſign my ſelf, I might here make many Quotations 
from the ancient Heathen Philoſophers, wherein 
their Uncertainty and Doubt with reſpe& to the 
Enjoyment of a future State of — — is ex · 
preſſed, and the Nerd they ſtood in of ſome ſuper- 
natural —— and Information, to let them into 
the Knowledge of what was above all things elſe 
to be deſired, on what Grounds to build a ſolid 
Foundation of Hope towards God, and an Expec- 
tation of a State of future Felicity : But as I am 
not under any Neceſſity of producing their Evi- 
dence in the Cale before us, and as that Proneneſs 
to tranſgreſs the Rules of Virtue, which they 
lamented in Mankind in general, is what is denied 
by none in the preſent Age, there needs no other 
. in an Affair which is univerſally acknow - 
ledged z neither am I obliged to diſpute the Point 
of the Condition in which our Firſt Parents were 
created, inaſmuch as it is an allowed Fact, whether 
they were created with more perfect Faculties than 
their Deſcendants or not, that we are incapable of 
laying a Claim to Happineſs from the Pertection 
and S pot leſſneſs of our Behaviour. 

Nothing therefore could communicate to Man- 
ind, conſider'd in ſuch a Situation, having a con- 
iouſneſs of Guilt, and being of themſelves inca- 

le of retrieving the Errors which they had fallen 
into, a Relief from thoſe Apprehenſions that mult 
ariſc from a Senſe of their being Offenders, a Re- 
lief adequate to the diſconſelate Circumſtances 
which they were in, but ſome Meſſage, ſome Re · 
velation from Heaven, whereby they might be 
inſtructed in what Manner the infinitely pure and 
Holy Being againſt whom they had offended 
might be appeaſed, and the Guilr of their Offences 
done away. This was done in Part by the Pro- 
phecics that forctold the coming of a „ 
who 
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who was to make Reconciliation for Iniquity, and 
10 bring in everlaſiing Righteouſneſs. Dan. ix. 24, 
'D'was on 2 View to, and a Belicf of the Com- 
pletion of theſe gracious Promiſes, that the an- 


cient Parriarchs and the People of God under the 


Moſaict Diſpenſation reſted, on this they depended 
for Salvation. Theſe all died in Faith, — 

received the Promiſes, but having ſeen them afar of 
and were perſuaded of them, and embraced them, 


and confeſſed that they wers Strangers and Pilgrims 


on the Earth. Heb. xi. 13. In Imitation of Abra 


ham, who, by the Impulſe of a lively Faith in 
God, and a firm Reliance on the Performance of 
his Promiſes, looked u the deareſt Enjoy» 
ments in- life as not to be regarded, when called 
upon to reſign them by that God from whom 


he had received them: They conſidered! them- 


ſelves as but Strangers and Pilgrims here on 
Earth, expected not their Flappineſs here, but 
looked forward to a better, an heavenly Country, 
an Entrance into which was to be opened by the 
Mefhah to come, the great Obje& and Founda- 
tion of their Faith and Hope. In the fullneſs of 
Time our Lord made his Appearance amongſt 
Men, according to the Prophecies that had pro- 
miſed his coming; and as by the Promiſes made 
of him from the Beginning, that the Seed of the 
Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head ; that in 
him all the Families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed 1 


that he ſhould be the Sun of Righteouſneſs that 


ſhould ariſe with Healing under his Wings, and 
that he ſhould be for the Healing of the Nations: 


As it was thus promiſed, that he ſhould be a ge- 


neral Remedy and Bleſſing to the World, ac- 
cordingly, when he had taken upon him his pubs 
lick Miniſtry, and had been abundantly proved to 
be the Sent of God, according to the univerſally 
prevailing Expectation of the Nation of whom he 

deſcended 
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deſcended according to the Fleſh, and that of all 


the Nations which we have any Hiſtorics of be- 
ſides; having confirmed his Divine Authorities 

his Miracles as well as by his Doctrine, he ch 

out a certain ſelect Number whom he kept always 
about his Perſon, and to whom he gradually com- 
municated What he was, and what was the great 
Intention of his coming amongit Men, even to 
procure for them the Pardon of Sins, and to pur- 
chaſe for them an everlaſting Inheritance; having 
further promiſed them, that tho' in a little Time 
he ſhould be taken from them and go to the Fa- 
ther, yet they ſhould be ſupplied with the Preſence 


and Aſſiſtance of the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, 


who ſhould lead them into all Truth, and that they 


' ſhould be ſent into all Nations in further proſe- 


cution of the great and gracious Deſign ot pro- 
moting the Salvation of their fellow Mortals, and 
of propagating the Goſpel of Glad Yydings; to aſ- 
ſure Mankind of God's being reconcilcable thro' 
his Son, und that by Faith in his Blood, by Re- 
pentance for their Sins, and a ſincere tho' imper- 
tet Obedience, the Way into the Holieſt was laid 
2 He willingly relign'd this Life as a Sacri- 

ce and a Propitiation, roſe again from the 
Dead, aſcended up into Heaven in the moſt glo- 
rious Pomp, and in a very publick manner, and 
according to his Promiſe, his Apoltles were filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, enabled to ſpeak in Tongues 
they were before unacquainted with, and to per- 
form the greateſt and moſt convincing Miracles 
as an Atteltation of their being really inveſted 
with the Character which they aſſumed, and in 
Conſequence of all this, they with the greateſt In- 
duſtry and indeſatigable Zeal, diſpers'd themſelves 
amongſt the various Nations, and proceeded on 
the ſame Plan which our Lord had marked out 
for them: In their Preaching and in their * 
they 
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they harmonized with each other, teaching the 
Doctrine of their and our common Lord and Re- 
deemer: No Menaces, no Sufferings, no Difficul» 
tics or Torments weile capable of diſcouraging 
them from, perſiſting in the Work which they 
had undertaken, and thus they went on till they 
had finiſh'd their glorious Courſe, and given the 
molt ſolemn and molt convictive Evidences of the 
Truth of what they preached, and what they 
knew and believed, 

Now, Sir, ſuppoſing that God has not been 
pleaſed to itapart to us the higheſt, and perhaps 
the eſſential Meaſure of Fitnels there was in the 
Reaſon of Things, or the Moral Neceſſity there 
was that this, and this only Scheme or Method 
ſhould rake Place, for the purchaſing of Peace, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, 3 the Procurement of 
Salvation and Happineſs for Men. Vet it will be ſuf⸗ 
ficient it our Lord himſelf ſays it was neceſſary, 
that thus it ſhould be, and if we are able to aſſign 
very great and important Reaſons, for which there 
was a peculiar Fitneſs in this tranſcendently gra- 
cious and wonderful Tranſaction for the Accom- 
pliſhing of the great Ends propoſed by it, ſuch as 
the Procurement of the Pardon of Sin, the Re- 
pairing the Honour of the Divine Laws, and ſe- 
curing the Eternal Happineſs of all, that in all Pe- 
riods of Lime ſhould be the proper Objects thereof. 
This certainly ſhould afford us abundant Caule of 
Admiration and Gratitude, | 

If the Goſpel of Chriſt conſiſted in nothing 
more than you would have it to confilt of, it is 
not poſſible for any Man cver to attain to Happi— 
ncls at all; for according to you, our Lord did 
no more than repreſent to and freſs upon Men a 
Conformity of Mind and Life, to that Eternal Law 
er Rule of Action which is founded in the Reaſon 
of Things, as the only Ground of the Divine Accep- 

G tance, 


"T3 
tance. pag. 38, and 40. He ſhall approve or con- 
demn, x Aa or Hour every pony, he has or 
bas not tonformed his Affection and Actions to that 
Righteous Law which 1s founded in the Reaſon of 
Things, According to this Rule of Proceeding, as 
1 have already ſhewn you, there is Hope nor Fap- 
pineſs for none. It muſt be owned indeed, you 
lay, in pag. 2 That Chrift recommended to and 
preſſed upon Sinners, Repentance and Reformation 
their Evil Ways, as the only Ground of the Divine 
Mercy and Forgiveneſi; and in the tame manner 
you talk in other Places: But not to inſiſt upon 
the Contradiction there is in theſe different ways 
of talking, it is not poſſible for a Sinner to know 
that his Penitence and Contrition will be accepted z 
for the Sake of itſelf it never can, neither can an 
Age of Sorrow attone for or make any Alteration 
in a foregoing Act of Iniquity and Diſobe- 
dience. 

That it was congruous to the Infinite Good- 
neſs and Excellency of the Divine Being, to have 
Compaſſion on the Work of his Hands, and to 
make a Diſcovery of ſome Method or other that 
ſhould be ſuitable to his own Dignity, as well as 
to the Neceſſities and Miſeries of Men, is what 
muſt be allowed by every reaſonable Man. Our 
Lord Jeſus has undertaken the Office of Mediator 
betwixt God and Men, Salvation is declared 7o be 
in his Name and in no other. This Mcthod of 
proclaiming Hopes to Men, is ſaid to be the Power 
and the Wiſdom of God unto Salvation, Our Lord 
himſelt declared in the plaineſt Manner, that the 
great Work of procuring the Salyation of Men 

could not be effectuated but by his Death and 

| Sufferings. The Apoſtles, one and all, aſſert the 
ſame in the ftrongeſt Terms, as the fundamental 
Doctrine of the Goſpel ; both they and our Lord 
expatiate upon it as an Effect of the ag 5b 
oye 
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Love of God and Chriſt, and without the taking 
Place of this Gracious Scheme, the Salvation of 
Mankind is upon the whole repreſented as not 
attainable. | 
The Points of Doctrine which are inferr'd from 
hence by our Lord and his Apoſtles after him, are 
ſuch as theſe, That Sin is exceeding ſinful, that 
without the Commencement of this Covenant be- 
twixt the Father and the Son, by virtue whereof 
the Son or Logos undertook to become an Offering for 
Sin, it was not to be purged away by the Blood of 
Bulls nor & Goats, nor by the moſt coſtly Sacri- 
fices and Oblations; that if this of our Lord be 
deſpiſed, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin; 
that this Love of God and of Chriſt is incom- 
parably more excellent than any Love that Mortals 
can poſſibly ſhew each other: This is built upon 
the unſpeakable Superiority and Excellency of 
Chriſt, who became 4 Sacrifice for us; and as Men 
conſidered as Sinners, are Enemies to God, and 
alienated from him by wicked Works : On this 
Circumſtance is grounded the Doctrine of Loving 
our Enemies, — of returning Good for Evil, in 
Oppoſition to what was taught by ſome of the 
molt celcbrated Heathen Writers, that Revenge 
was a Virtue; and to ſay no more on this Head, 
all the Sacrifices and Offerings of Beaſts under the 
Moſaick Occonomy, are declared to have a typical 
Reference to this ſingle and perfect Expiation of 
our Lord and Redeemer, 
In direct Contradiction to all this, ou ſay, As 
10 that Doctrine, viz. That Chriſt bath by his Suf- 


ferings and Death made Satisfaction to God for the 
Sins of the World, and thereby merited the Sinners 
Diſcharge from Condemnation. This Doctrine Chriſt 
did not preach, and therefore it cannot be any Part 
of his Goſpel, but it is direftly oppoſite to it, and 
tends to ſub vert it, pag. 0 To che ſame Purpoſe 

2 pag. 


[4] 
pap. 118. It is very abſurd, and a ſhameful Afﬀront 
to the Majeſly of Heaven, to ſuppoſe that God re- 
moves his Diſpleaſure and takes into Favour one 
Agent, for what was prrſonally pleaſing in another, 
becauſe this ſuppoſes him to aft upon wrong and falſe 
Principles, The Right Behaviour and the Sufferings 
of Chriſt have no more Connexion with, nor Kelation 
to another Perſon, ſo as to be a Ground or Reaſon 
for God to ſhew Favour or Kindneſs to that other 
Perſon, than Colour has to Sound, Ic. What you 
here ſay is deliver'd with a Confidence which I 
muſt needs ſay is ſhocking, in that the Doctrine 
you here oppoſe, and even ridicule, is the Tenour 
of the New Teſtament ; and to ſay that Chriſt 
did not preach the Doctrine of Satisfaction for 
Sin, by virtue of Paith in the Sufficiency of the 
Sacrifice offered in and by himſelf, in conjunction 
with ſincere Endeavours ro copy after the Exam- 
ple of his Life, as the Way to Eternal Life, is 
equivalent to the Denial of the whole Chriſtian 
Revelation, and you mult either firſt prove that 
the Writings of the Apoſtles are not the Dictates 
of Inſpiration, or elſe your whole Fabrick muſt 
fall ro the Ground, This is what you will never 
be able to perform, without overthrowing the 
concurrent Teſtimonies of all the Ages ſince our 
Saviour's Days down to our preſent Times. As 
to the Books of Canonical Scripture, it mult be 
owned there has been ſome ſmall Part of the Canon 
that has been controverted amongſt Chriſtians, but 
that controverted Part was but ſmall in compariſon 
of the whole, and has been of a long Time ſettled 
and acknowledged; ſo that in order to eſtabliſh 
your Scheme as to the Terms of Acceptance with 
God, viz, Nothing more than Repentance and Fe- 
formation, it will be neceſſary for you to carry your 
Notion of the Private Opinions of the Apoſtles to 
a moſt amazing Extent, even io expunge the whole 
| | Subſtance 
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Subſtance of the New Teſtament; for when you 
ſhall have carefully conſider'd all the Paſſages of 
the Evangeliſts and the Epiſtles, you will find that 
either directly or conſequentially, either poſitively 
or by Alluſion, if all the Texts are excluded that 
either tacitly imply or exprelsly aſſert the Doctrines 
of the Divine Nature of our Lord, and his Death's 
being a Sacrifice and Attonement by Faith, in 
which Sinners are to hope for Pardon and Hap- 
pineſs, the New Teſtament will be reduced to a 
meer Skeleton, or rather to nothing; ſo far is 
that from being the True Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which yon would have to be received as ſuch, 
as the reforming the World, and rightly direct- 
ing and governing the Minds and Lives of Men, 
vis the only poſſible Way in which Chriſt could 
be a Saviour ro them, ſo this was the only Way 
© in which he propoſed to be their Saviour, and this 
6 was the only Method he purſued in order to attain 
© that End. He tells Sinners plainly, that except 
© they repent. they will all periſh, and that che 
* true and only Way to Life Eternal is, to keep 
the Commandments, and that if they do this, 
they ſhall live, and the like. This is the True 
© Golpel of Jeſus Chriſt : As to the Saving Man- 
© kind by the imputed Righteouſneſs, or the me- 
« ritorious Suſferings, or the prevailing Interceſ- 
£ fjon of Chriſt, theſe are Doctrines which Chriſt 
© never taught, and are what Chriſt never pre- 
© tended to fave Man by, but were Methods of 
© Salvation ſet up by Men, who called themſelves 
« his Followers, and theſe Methods of ſaving Man- 
© kind, as they are of human Invention, and are 
© no Part of the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſo they natu- 
rally tend to ſubvert it. p.119, 120.“ In p. 142, 
you add to what you had ſaid before, with your uſual 
Air of Authority, that The Doftrines of the im- 
puied Righteouſneſs, the meritorious Sufferings, 7 
I 


| [ 46 ] 
the prevailing Iutorcaſſon of Chriſt being either {a 
parately or conjunctiy the Grounds of Man's Ac- 


Mercy, Theſe Noftrines do naturally tend to weaken 
and take off the perſuaſive Influence of the Goſpel, 
and to render it of none Effet, as by them is 
printed. out to Man another Way to God's Favour 
and Mercy, and another Way to Life Eternal than 
the Goſpel has pointed out unto them, and conſe- 
quently the aforeſaid Doctrines render the Dottrine 
of the Goſpel an wſeleſs and inſignificamt Thing. 
Now, Sir, it it be certain that theſe Doctrines 
which we inſiſt upon to be a Part of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and, indeed, the very Eſſence of it, 
have no manner of Tendency to enervate the Force 
of any of the Moral Precepts, or to excuſe Men 
in the leaſt from an Obligation to the Practice of 
all the Acts of perſonal Picty and Virtue. If, not- 
withſtanding, the Doctrines beforementioned are 
aſſerted and taught in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
are in reality the whole Tenour, Sum, and Subſtance 
of what is, and ought in all Propriety to be called 
the Goſpel, there can be no manner of Danger 
ariſe from hence, ſince Men are as much required 
as ever to ſerve God in Holine/s and Righteouſneſs, 
and arc told, they are to expect no manner of 
Favour at the laſt Day in conſequence of their 


profeſſing to be the Diſciples of Chriſt, unleſs 


they ſincerely endeavour to lead Lives conform- 
able to the Holineſs and Purity of the Moral Pro- 
cepts. Hithout Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
k will avail nothing to talk of the Perverſious of 
the Deſign of a Saviour's coming into the World : 
The belt Inſtitutions are liable to be corrupted, 
the greateſt Inſtances of Divine Mercy to be per- 
verted, even the, Grace of God is liable to be turned 
into Mantonneſi. I am willing you ſhould be as 
ſevere as you pleaſe upon the Autinomians and 

| Fatalifts, 


with God, and of Sinners obtaining Divine 
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Fatslifis 3 unqueſtionably thoſe that hold that all 
wg are eternally fixed by a predeterminate, 
unalterable Appointment, advance Opinions rhat 
naturally tend to introduce all manner of Impi 
and Wickedneſs of Life z but then, don't be ſo 
cruel as to charge all that don't jump with you 
in Judgment as Antinomians, but entertain ſo much 
Charity as to think, that a Man may believe the 
Doctrines of the imputed Righteouſneſs, the merito- 
rious Sufferings, and the prevailing Interceſſion of 
Chrift, without having cheir Scatiments of the 
Obligation of Moral Virtue impaircd in the leaſt: 
There is no manner of Connexion betwixt the 
one and the other, and it is doing no flight Diſ- 
honour to the Goſpel and the Author of it, to 
make the leaſt Inſinuation as tho* there were an 
Danger of ſuch a Conſequence to flow from it. 

Your Reaſoning on this Subject is —_— 
weak and inconcluſive. For if Perſons can be pre- 
vailed upon to believe, that Men are rendered ac- 
ceptable to God, and that Sinners are recommended 
to the Divine Mercy, not on account of their bein 
in themſelves the ſuitable and proper Objects e 
either, but only on the account of the right Beha- 
viour, the Sufferings and the Interceſſion of Chriſt z 
then the Conſequence is clear, that to Perſons ſo per- 
ſuaded, there cannot appear any Neceſſity for them 
to become perſonally valuable in themſelves by a right 
Behaviour, and by Kepentance and Reformation of 
their Evil Ways. p. 142. Now, as Chriſtians, ac 
leaſt Proteſtants in general do hold no ſuch Con- 
ſequences, but are entirely in the Belief of the 


Obligation of Moral Virtues, according to Man's 


beſt Capacities and Endeayours : The Conſequence 
which you take ſo much Pains to infer, is no 
other than an Invention and an Imagination of your 
own, without any Foundation; and conſequently, 
the Goſpel Scheme of a Mediator and — 
an 
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und of Pardon and Happineſs, being attainable 
through the Merit and Efficacy of his Death, 
Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and fitting as Interceſſor 
on the Right Hand of God, tho' violently attack'd 
by your bold Aſſertions and Surmiſes, remains en- 
tire and unprejudiced, and ſtands eſtabliſhed upon 
the concurrent Teſtimony of our Lord and his 
Apoſtles z and you might well have ſp-red thoſe 
ungenerous and groundlels Reflections on thoſe 
that preach theſe Doctrincs as the Sum and Sub- 
ſtance of the Goſpel ot Chriſt, as Preachers of 
another Goſpel; as Deceivers in Points of the greateſt 
Importance; as Anlichriſts and Betrayers of Mens 
Souls, p. 145. It your Scheme be right, there 
will be ſome Pretence for loading them with ſuch 
opprobrious Language; it faiſc, to whom will 
theſe Invectives belong? 

I ſhall take Notice of one Paſſage more to the 
ſame Effect in p. 153. * I am allo ſenſible, it is 
© pretended, that God could not, conſiſtent with 
© the Ends of Government, pardon Sinners without 
* ſhewing his Diſlike of Sin, and that God's Diſ- 
© like of Sin was ſhewed by the Sufferings and Death 
* of Chriſt ; upon which I obſerve, that if God 
© had ſingled out ſome one or more of the vileſt 
© of our Spccics, and had laid ſome heavy Af- 
© flictions upon them, and had done it in ſuch a 


* Way, that it had appeared plainly to all to be 


* his Hand, and that it was laid upon them as 
* a Puniſhment for their Sins, then there would 
* have been ſome Pretence for this Argument, 
© becauſe, then it would have appeared that they 
© were puniſhed by God on the account of their 


© Sins, and conſequently they would have been 


„ {tanding Monuments of God's Diſlike of Sin. 
Now, what is it, | beſeech you, that you 
are here aiming at? Does not Scripture Hiltory 
inform us, both in the Old and New Teſtament, 
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of Inſtances enough of ſuch as were ſingled out 
by God in his Providence, and made {anding 
Monuments of God's diſlike of Sin? Were not So- 
dom and Comorrab, Lot's Wiſe, King Pharaob, 
Corab, Dathan, and Abiram, and thoſe that ad- 

hered to them; Ananias and Sapphira, Kin 
Herod, and Elymas the Sorcerer; were not all 
theſe Monuments ſufficient to proclaim to Men 
God's Abhorrence of Iniquity and obſlinare Im- 
piety ? And is there any Need, after theſe and 
other-like publick Inſtances of God's Diſpleaſure 
againſt Sin, of any more Inſtances, meetly to 
ew, God's Diſlike of Sin, or can you conceive 
of or deſcribe any more publick or more effectual 
Method of this kind, whereby to anſwer that 
End better than theſe? And are not ſuch Inſtances 
as theſe left on Record in Scripture, to ſerve aa 
Examples to all ſucceeding Ages? Are not theſe 
quoted by the inſpired Penmen, as Inſtances. to 
the Purpoſe you are ſpeaki of, in a Varicty © 
Places? And is not what F. Paul ſays on the 
Head of ſome of theſe Caſes, applicable in gene- 
ral to them all? Now all theſs Things happened 
unto them far Enſamples, and they are written for 
our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the World 
are come. W, berefore, let him that thinketh be 
flandaeth, take heed leſi be fall. 1 Cor. x. 11, 12. 
But (ſay you) when the moſt innocent and virtuous 
of all our Species was ſingled out to bear the moſt 
beavy Aflictions, and when ſuch Afliflions were 
laid upon him, not by the Hand of God, but by the 
wicked Jews and Romans, and that too, not for 
his having done Evil but Good, which is the preſent 
Caſe. This ſurely could not ſhew God's Diſlike to 
Sin. p. 154. Your way of arguing here is very 
partial, and of no manner of Force, but upon 
Suppoſition, that the Only End of our Lord's 
Suffcrings and Death, was to ſhew God's Diſ- 
"* FF. | pleaſure 
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leaſure againſt Sin, and it muſt be owned to 
ave been ſomewhat unaccountable, for God to 

have ſuffercd a remarkably virtuous and innocent 

Perſon to fall under ſuch Calamities, as none but 

the moſt vicious and ungodly deſerved. Such a 

Caſe as this would be ſo far from anſwering the 

End propoſed, as that it would be rather an En- 

couragement to wicked Men to perfiſtin a Courſe 

of Wickedneſs. As to your Diſtinction betwixt 
the Hand of God and the Hands of the wicked 

Jews and Romans, it is wholly impertinent; be- 

cauſe, any Calamity or Puniſhment that falls upon 

any Perſon or People, is to be regarded as equally 
the Hand of God, whether the Evil is inflicted 
by the more immediate Operation of divine Pro- 
vidence, as by Earthquakes, Inundations, Meteors, 

Tempeſt, or the like; or, more remotely, by the 

Invaſion of Enemies, or the unjuſt Behaviour of 

our Countrymen; and whatever Cruelty or Wick- 

edneſs is committed, is no way to be charged on 
the Great Governor of the World, becauſe, what- 
ever Hardſhips may befal particular Perſons in ſuch 

Occurrencies, it is both in the Power and in the 

Will of the Supreme Ruler abundantly ro make 

Compenſation to thoſe on whom Misfortunes 

come. Thus did God puniſh the Inhabirants of 

Canaan when their [niquities came to be full, by. 

the Children of J/rael, and afterwards the 7/ra- 

elites, by the Philiftines and others, and King 

Nebuchadnezzar is called his Servant, and the Rod 

of his Anger: And with Reſpect to this great 
vent of the Afflictions and Death which our 

Lord ſuſtained from the Cruelty and Wickedneſs 

of the Jews, Him being delivered by the determi- 

nate Counſel and Fore-knowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked Hands have crucified and ſlain. 

Acts ii. 23, Thus again, As iv. 27. For of 4 

Truth again thy holy Child Jeſus whom thou haſ 

| anointed, 
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anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, and be 


Gentiles and People of Iſrael were gathered toge- 
ther for to do whatſoever thy Hand and thy Coun- 
fel determined before to be done. You ſee here it is 
ſaid to be done by the Hand of God, as well as 
by the Jews. Neither. is there any Difficulty in 
reconciling both theſe Ways of Expreſſion, be- 


cauſe, as nothing can be done in Oppoſition to 


the Will and Power of God, as nothing that is 
tranſlated in any Part of the Creation can be 
done without the divine Permiſſion; in this 
Senſe it may be ſaid to come to paſs by the Hand 
of God. 

I cannot but be ſurpriſed at your repreſenting 
our Lord's Death and Sufferings to have been 
apprehended by any, or by the Body of Chrif- 
tians in general, as only deſign'd to ſhew God's 
Diſlike to Sin, as you expreſs it. This is one 
End, and a 
had bcen all that was intended by it, it would 
never have been reconcileable with the Holineſs, 
Juſtice, and Goodneſs of God. One would think, 
you don't want to be informed, that this is nor 
aſſigned as a Reaſon for our Lord's Sufferings and 
Death by itſelf alone, but in Conjunction with 
other Ends and Reaſons which expreſsly ſuppoſe 
and aſſert, that it was altogether unfit that our 
Lord ſhould have ſuffered at all on his own Ac- 
count, or in his own Perſon, diſtin&ly conſider'd. 
You know, Sir, it is declared to have come to 
pals in Conſequence of an antecedent Compact, 
whereby, on the Part of the Son, it was co- 
venanted, that he would undergo theſe Afflictions 
and Sufferings on Behalf of Men, of Sinners, of 
Trangreſſors, and on the Part of the Father, 
that as a Recompence hereof, he ſhould become 
the Author of Eternal Salvation to all that ſhould 
believe and obey him, This is moſt fully and 

H 2 empharically 
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emphatically deſcribed in the liii. Chap. of IJſalab. 
Surely, he bath born our Griefs, and carried our 
Sorrows ; Yet we efterm him ſtricken, ſmitten of God, 
and afflified. But he was wounded for our Tranſ- 
greffon', he was bruiſed for our Iniquities : The 
haſtiſement of our Peace was upon him, and with 
his Stripes we are healed. All wwe like Sheep have 
goue fa we have turned every ane to bis own 
Way, and the Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity of 
us all Ile was oppreſſed, and he was afflifted, yet 
be opened not bis Mouth : He is brought as a Lamb 
to the Slaughter,. and as a Sheep before her Shearers 
is dumb, [6 be openeth nat bis Mouth. He was taken 
from Priſon and from . and who ſball de- 
claro bis Generation? For be was rut off out of the 
Land of the Living; for the Tranſgreſſion of my 
People was he flriken. —— Tet it pleaſed the Lord to 
bruiſe him, be bath put him to Grief ; when thou 
ſhalt make his Soul an Offering for Sin, he ſhall ſee 
bis Seed,—— He ſhall ſee of the Travel of his Soul, 
and fball be ſatisfied; by his Knowledge ſhall my 
4 gr Servant juſtify many ; for he ſhall bear 
their Iniquities : Thitgfore will I divide him a Portion 
with the Great, and he ſhall divide the Spoil with 
the Strong; becauſe he bath poured ont his Soul unto 
Death, and he was numbred with the Tranſpreſſbrs, and 
be bare the Sin of many, and made [nterceſſion. for the 
ranſgreſſors. As Chriſt our Redecmer was per- 
Aly pure and innocent in himſelf, he could by no 
mcans be puniſhed on his 6wn Account; but then 
this his ablolute Purity, together with the Dignity 
of his Natare, cualified him to be a worthy and 
competent Mediator, and his Sacrifice to be a 

meritorious Propitiation. | * 
That, this was neceſfary for the Opening @ new 
1 and 


and ſibing Way to the Obtainment of 


ay for Men, is a Concluſion which not 
tily follows from this, which I conceive to be 
? an 
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an Argament of the higheſt Force and cart 
that had it not upon the whole been fitting an 
requiſite to anſwer the compleat Syſtem” of the 
Divine Government over the World, it would 
never have taken Place. God himſelf being the 
only „the only qualified Judge of what is 
expedient and neceffary, for vindicating the Ho- 
nour of his Holy Laws, and for repairing the 
Breaches made by Sin berwixt himſelf and his Crea- 
tures: Bur our Lord in his Prayer juſt before his 
Paſſion, O my Father, it be poſſible, let this Cup 

5 from me; as well as by what he afterward 
aid, But how then ball the Scriptures be fulfilled, 
that thus it muſt be? Matth. xxvi. 39, 74. gives a 
deciſive Teſtimony hereunto. , _ 

From what has been faid therefore concerning the 
Beginning of St. John's Hiftory, as well as from 
the Evidence of ſo many other Texts of Scripture 
expreſs to the ſame Parpoſe, in which the Divine 
Nature and Power of Jeſus the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the World, are aſſerted in oppoſition to 
the Notion advanc'd by you of the Private Opinions 
of the Apoſtles. I think ir manifeſtly reſults as a 
juſt Inference from the whole, that they ought to 

received upon the fame Foot, and that they are 
derived from the ſame ſacred Fountain of Inſpiration. 
and Authority, as 1 Part of Holy Writ; 
and that theſe are Doctrines of the greateſt Impor- 
rance to Chriſtianity, foraſmuch as if they were 
diſcarded, the whole Scheme of the Goſpel Reve» 
lation, and the Sum of the Arguments and Rea» 
ſonings of our Lord himſelf, and of the inſpired 
Writers of the New Teſtament, muſt be demo- 
kſh'd and fall ro the Ground. The neceſſary Ten- 
dency of your Principles, I think I have clearly 
proved to reduce us entirely to the Law of Nature 
or rhe Moral Law, it being impoſſible for you to 
exclude ſo great a Part of the New Teſtament, - 

mu 
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muſt be unavoidably excluded in Purſuance of 
your Scheme, without deſtroying the Credibility 
and Evidence of the whole. I hope, therefore upon 
a deliberate Review, you will give up your Princi- 
ples, as altogether indefenſible and groundleſs, as 
they undermine the Foundation of the whole of 
Revealed Religion. The Papiſts have done a very 
great Injury to the Sacred Scriptures, by foiſting 
in the Apocryphal Books, by a Decree of the pre- 
tended General Council of Trent, and their Doc- 
trine of a Treaſure of Traditions in their Cuſtody 
is of a very pernicious Tendency: But ſtill as they 
acknowledge the Divine Inſpiration of the true 
Canon of Ser ture, this Acknowledgment will be 
an invincible Bar to their overthrowing the True 
Goſpel, provided Men have Opportunity and Incli- 
nation to peruſe and ſtudy it. But if the Notions 
which you have broach'd of the Private Opinions 
of the Apoſtles be receiv'd, all the Evidence we 
have of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion muſt 
| {ink and be confounded at once; and I cannot 
think I am guilty of a Breach of good Manne 
if I tell you, that for any thing you have produc 
as yet, N In ſinuat ions with reſpect to the Begin- 
ning of St. Jobn, are no better ſupported than that 
of the Mobammedans, with regard to another Paſ- 
ſage of the ſame Apoſtle's, wherein our Lord pro- 
muſes his Diſciples, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
be given them after his Departure. And I will 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you for ever; even 
the Spirit of Truth, John xiv. 16, 17. Now here 
the Mohammedans confidently aver that the Name 
of their pretended Prophet was expreſsly mention'd, 
as the Perſon intended by our Lord under the De- 
nomination of the Comforter, and hereupon charge 
the Chriſtians as guilty of expunging this Part of 
What they will have our Saviour to have —_— 
ut 
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but don't pretend to ſhew how or when, nor pro- 


duce one ſingle Copy of the New Teſtament in 
Confirmation of what they boldly affirm. If not- 
withſtanding all, you think fir to go on and vin- 
dicate what gou have written, to prevent multi» 
plying Words to no Purpoſe, it will be neceſſary 
or you to enter into the Merits of the Cauſe at 
once, and bring forth your ffrong Reaſons upon 
which you found your peculiar Notion concerning 
the Private Opinions of the Sacred Writers: Either 
= have ſome Method to diſtiiguiſh the inſpired 
art from the uninſpired, or that which conſiſteth 
only in the private Opinions of the Writers, or 
not, if you are in Poſſeſſion of any ſuch Spirit of 
Diſcernment, you are obliged both as a Man and 
a Chriſtian, to diſcover it to the World, and indeed 
if there were no ſtronger Reaſon for it, this would 
be ſufficient that you are no fair Antagoniſt with- 
out ſo doing; becauſe let a Man advance what he 
will againſt any of your Sentiments, he muſt be 
uncertain whether he is doing any thing to Pur- 
= or not, as not knowing but his principal 
trength of Argument may be objected againſt and 
nullified, as being drawn from ſuch Texts as will 
not be allowed to be of Divine Authority, but 
ſhall be condemned as unſufficicnt, and dwindle 
away into mere Private _ Either therefore 
make an honourable Retractation, or publiſh to Man- 
kind a new Edition of the New Teſtament, with- 
out the Interpolation or Addition of the Private 
Opinions of the ſeveral Writers that compiled it in 
it's preſent Form. But as this is an Attempt which 
believe you will never engage in, I ſhall conclude 

with aſſuring you that I have been all along arguin 

not againſt your Perſon but your Opinions, and 
have no other View in this Addreſs to you and 
the World, but to throw in my Mite towards 
ſercling the Faith of Chriſtians, and preventing a 
an 
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of good Parts from running on a wrong Scent, 
E. Hour of that Time, which, from he un» 
ayoidable Circumſtances of my preſent Situatio 
muſt be ſuppoſed in general to be very irkſome an 
redious, arc hereby employed; and though in the 
Title of your Book you f addreſs your- 
ſelf to thoſe that eſleem themſelves, or are Lr 
by otbers, to be the Miniſers of 2 : Yet as a 
- Layman, eſtecming my (elf to be equally concern'd 
with any, in the 8 of what you have 
publiſh'd, I was willing to bear my Teſtimon 
in behalf of the Goſpel of our Common LEE 
and, to contribute according to my Capacity, to 
obviate and refute whatſocver Principles may be 
divulged, which have an apparent Tendency to 
undermine the Chriſtian Religion, and to ſtagger 
the Faith of Chriſtians : And if you ſhould appre- 
hend that any hung of Acrimony has dropp'd 
from my Pen, (which I am not conſcious of) I hope 
you will make thoſe Favourable Allowances which 
a Man has ſome Title to lay Claim to, who is a 
Sufferer under the Effects of a Complication of 
Treachery and Injuſtice, . _ . 
„ Ja, SLRs: 


. AP 65 


t 


